
Mayor Matthew Starr, Mount Vernon 

Matt Starr came to Knox County in 1991, then to the city in 1995. 

Originally from Indiana, Matt graduated from Manchester 

University and entered graduate school at Kent State University, 

where he received his Master’s degree. He started in Knox County 

working for the Mount Vernon Developmental Center, then as a 

part-time instructor for Central Ohio Technical College an 

Assistant Football Coach for Kenyon College, and then started a 

corporate film and video production company where he is the 

Executive Producer. Matt is also an actor in various platforms, 

such as TV, fil, and the stage. He has served on many non-profit 

boards and volunteer agencies in the community as well as Mount Vernon City Council. Matt 

was elected Mount Vernon Mayor in 2020. He and his wife Joanne have been married since 

2004. 

 

J. Burner Crew (Burner) is the Managing Director of Nirvana 

Analytics, a full-service Asset Management and Consulting firm 

located in the financial district in downtown Cleveland, Ohio. 

Burner earned a bachelor’s degree in Econometrics from 

Columbia University in New York and is currently a Registered 

Investment Advisor and Municipal Advisor. Burner’s expertise 

encompasses many aspects of public finance and economic 

development: municipal general obligation and revenue bond 

financing, education, urban redevelopment, industrial and 

commercial development, housing finance, and tax incremental 

financing. Burner has worked extensively with officials 

responsible for municipal finance activities in several states, 

municipalities, colleges, and school districts. 

 

Prior to founding Nirvana Analytics, he worked for regional investment banking firms within the 

Public Sector Group, specializing in municipal finance and investments. These firms include 

McDonald Investments, E.F Hutton, and KeyBank. Burner has a broad range of experience from 

debt issues to treasury management. During his career, he has advised municipal financing 

projects that have funded millions of dollars in public improvements; including general 

obligation, revenue, Build America bonds, as well as credit tenant lease financing, notes, and 

private placements. 

 

Burner has a diverse background not only in the public sector arena, but also as an investment 

banker at major Wall Street firms over the span of his career. In addition, he has provided 

analysis of investment alternatives, derivative products, and reinvestment of bond proceeds and 

capital funds. Because of his firm's independence an extensive experience with public sector 

clients, Nirvana Analytics has become a trusted resource for financing services that are effective 

and practical. 

and practical.  

 



Burner currently serves on the board of directors of the United Black Fund of Cleveland 

and is a former founding member of the National Association of Securities Professionals 

(NASP). Burner was also an on-air investment analyst for Fox 8 Television in Cleveland, 

Ohio for 9 years. In his spare time, Burner enjoys teaching inner-city children how to 

understand the capital markets. 

 

Burner is married to Preyonda and they enjoy spending quality time with their grandchildren. 

 

 

Quentin L. McCorvey Sr. Principal Nirvana Analytics, is an 

administrator, strategist, and community leader with wide range 

of experiences in governmental, healthcare, and nonprofit sectors. 

He has developed a strong record in communications and 

community affairs, strategic planning, relationship management, 

budgeting, program and policy development and analysis. 

Quentin earned a BA in Political Science from Jackson State 

University (Jackson, MS) in May 1990. He later earned a 

Master’s Degree in Public Administration Program (Public 

Management) from Cleveland State University in June 1997. 

 

In his role as Principal of Nirvana Analytics, he leads Nirvana 

Surety Solutions and Paradigm Institutional Investments. Quentin 

is also responsible for managing the operations and business development functions of Nirvana 

Analytics and serves as a public sector specialist. Prior to this, Quentin was formerly President of 

M&R Distribution services where he was responsible for directing all aspects of the company’s 

day to day operations. Previous to this, he served at the Senior Vice President and Vice President 

roles at KeyBank. 

 

Quentin is a graduate of the leadership classes of Leadership Ohio, the United Way Leadership 

Development Program and Cleveland Bridge Builders, where he was one of the organizations 

founding members. Quentin was inducted into the Crain’s Cleveland Business Magazine 40 

under 40 Club and Kaleidoscope Magazine’s Forty/Forty Club. In the civic space, he has served 

on Nominating Panel for the Cleveland Municipal School District School Board and was chosen 

by the Governor of Ohio to serve as a member of his Judicial Advisory Panel. 

 

His current civic involvement includes Board of Directors, ideastream, executive committee 

member of Cleveland Development Advisors at the Greater Cleveland Partnership, President of 

the National Association of Securities Professionals (NASP) Ohio Chapter and Cuyahoga 

Community College Board of Visitors. Additionally, he has served in board leadership roles with 

Ohio Means Jobs where he is the immediate past Board Chair, President of Suite 1300 of the 

Cleveland Foundation, President of The First Tee of Akron, Cleveland Leadership Center Board 

of Trustees, Knoxville College Board of Trustees, National Underground Railroad Freedom 

Center, National Advisory Council, Cleveland State University Athletic Visiting Committee and 

a member of the Conference Board Corporate Contributions Council. Quentin also has the 

distinction of being a Main Stage speaker at SAP Ariba Live in Las Vegas Nevada as well as a 

panel speaker at the City Club of Cleveland. 

 



Quentin is married to Kelli and they have two boys, Quentin Jr., age 23, a Twinsburg 

High School Graduate and Social Media Professional for the Pittsburgh Steelers and 

Kyle age 19, a University School Graduate and a Sophomore at Miami University. 

 

 

Dr. Shantelle Jenkins, Assistant Vice President for the School of 

Graduate and Professional Studies.  

Prior to joining MVNU, Dr. Jenkins was the director of 

assessment at Eastern University and most recently, an instructor 

in the Educational Policy and Leadership department at Cabrini 

University. She began her career in education as a research 

assistant for the Ohio Department of Education and spent 12 years 

in community college administration.  

Dr. Jenkins is a faculty lead collaborator for an Academic Think 

Tank and has guest lectured on topics related to inclusive 

pedagogy, women in leadership, and student learning assessment. 

She has presented at both national and international conferences. Jenkins has held leadership 

roles in several organizations, including peer-reviewer for Kappa Delta Pi International Honor 

Society in Education (KDP) and the International Council of Professors of Educational 

Leadership (ICPEL), moderator for the National Diversity Council, scholarship juror for The 

Ohio State University, and sig leader for the American Association for Adult and Continuing 

Education (AAACE). 

Dr. Jenkins holds a bachelor’s degree in public affairs journalism from The Ohio State 

University, a Master’s degree in education from Saint Joseph’s University, a doctorate in 

educational leadership from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte, as well as a certificate 

in non-profit management from Bryn Mawr College. 

 

Dr. Doug Van Nest, Professor of Pastoral Practics, Coordinator of 

Church Ministries and CMP Programs, Dean of the School of 

Christian Ministry at MVNU 

Prior to his current multiple roles at MVNU, Dr. Van Nest was 

professor of pastoral ministry at MVNU.  

His professional experience at the church level, encompasses 

being the District Superintendent for the Southwestern Ohio 

District in the Church of the Nazarene and holding a number of 

pastoral roles for the Church of the Nazarene in West Carrollton, 



Trenton, and Cincinnati, Ohio as well as in Scranton, KS as the pastor at the Scranton Free 

Methodist Church. 

Dr. Van Nest holds a bachelor’s degree in religion from MidAmerica Nazarene University, 

Olathe, Kansas an M.Div. Nazarene Theological Seminary, Kansas City, Missouri and a D.Min. 

from the United Theological Seminary, Dayton, Ohio. 

 

Tavaris Taylor, Director of Intercultural Life, Mount Vernon 

Nazarene University 

Tavaris Taylor is an experienced business and education 

professional with a demonstrated history of working in the local 

government, NGOs, and multinational companies. He is skilled in 

public speaking and was invited to deliver and TED talk in 2018 

and is an alumnus of the National Academy of preachers.  

His life took a turn when he decided to move to Puebla, Mexico, 

in 2015 to work for Business as Missions and CMF International 

Globalscope. During his time there, he completed a Master's 

degree in International Management from the Universidad de las 

Americas Puebla, one of the most prestigious universities in Latin America. 

He received a full music scholarship to sing with the university choir and opera, traveling 

throughout Mexico and Latin America. In business, he has consulted for companies entering into 

the Mexican and United States markets. He also, during that time, worked with a business 

incubator program for new entrepreneurs that provided training, development, and capital 

fundraising support. Tavaris is committed to faith and family, and he is married to Michelle 

Garcia Nino, a professional dancer in contemporary dance. 


