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This plan would not be possible without the  
dedication and perseverance of the members of the 
COVID-19 Response Task Force. We are grateful 
for the hundreds of hours they poured into creating 
protocols that establish a safe and healthy campus 
environment so that we may all be together again.

Over 800 students responded to a recent survey 
on their views of recommended health and safety 
guidelines, as well as their willingness to be a good 
neighbor. Their time and honesty were crucial to  
the development of this communication. 

WORDS OF THANKS: 

AT MVNU,  
WE ARE  
A FAMILY. 
We have always been better together.  
That is truer this year than ever before.  
This semester, we will face many obstacles  
but our identity, mission, and commitment  
to one another remain the same. Strengthened 
by our faith, we will meet the challenges  
before us with courage and hope as we trust 
the Spirit to guide us. 
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Re-imagining a university  
experience to include the health 
and safety intricacies of a global 
pandemic was not on our “to do” 
list for 2020; but here we are.  
 
Since March, our COVID-19 Response Task 
Force has been researching the science behind 
COVID-19 and following the changes in  
requirements and recommendations from  
trusted leaders in all levels of public health.  
Our number one goal is to return MVNU to  
the active and vibrant campus that we know  
and love, and to introduce our new students to 
the MVNU community that makes us unique 
and authentic.

We know the parameters outlined in this Return 
to Campus Guide will realize changes before and 
after you arrive on campus. This guide outlines 
strategies we will engage that set the standards 
to maintain a healthy campus, rigorous academ-
ics, deeply devoted spiritual formation, and the 
same level of “fun stuff” college students need 
to round out their experience. We will all be 
required to make sacrifices that will be for the 
greater good of the MVNU community and to 
shape the lives of our students who will go on to 
share the love of Christ. 
 
We believe following this plan is crucial to the 
health and safety of our campus community  
and is a testament to our commitment to open 
campus for the fall semester with an emphasis  
on face-to-face instruction.

A deeper look into our plan to Return to The Vern can be found 
at www.mvnu.edu/ReturnToTheVern.

 

DEVELOPING THE PROTOCOLS FOR THIS PLAN REQUIRED COLLABORATION  
BETWEEN ON-CAMPUS EXPERTS AND EXPERTS IN PUBLIC HEALTH,  
HIGHER EDUCATION, ATHLETICS AND STATE GOVERNMENT, INCLUDING: 

Knox Public Health

American College Health Association

Centers for Disease Control

Ohio Public Health 
 
 

Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine’s  
Responsible Restart Ohio For  
Institutes of Higher Education

National Association of  
Intercollegiate Athletics

http://www.mvnu.edu/returntothevern
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COMMITMENT  
TO COMMUNITY
At the heart of the Christian faith is the command to 
love God and to love our neighbor. Our love for one 
another is expressed through our shared life together and 
is the primary way in which we embody our love for and 
faith in God. The changes we will make in the context of 
our shared life this year are not rooted in fear or a political 
agenda but rather are rooted in love. We understand that 
the Gospel calls us to reach beyond our culture’s radical 
individualism and into a Christian community marked  
by neighborly love and care.

Therefore, we make this commitment to one another. 

I COMMIT TO:
PROTECT MYSELF 
LOVE MY NEIGHBOR 
CARE FOR MY COMMUNITY 
SAFEGUARD THE MVNU EXPERIENCE

1

2

3

4
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I understand the risks that come with a pandemic. After thoughtful prayer, I have decided that the 
value of an on-campus education is worth accepting the risk. I understand that while the school and 
my classmates are committed to a healthy environment, COVID-19 is highly communicable, and the 
risk of contracting the virus cannot be eliminated. 

In addition to the commitment set forth above, I acknowledge the possibility that further outbreaks 
could curtail normal school events and might lead to an unscheduled shutdown of the campus. 

• I will practice hand hygiene including increased  
hand washing and the use of hand sanitizer.

• I will follow daily health assessment protocol, including  
taking my temperature daily.

• I will follow the instructions of University officials as they 
relate to COVID-19 developments and will do my best to 
face adversity in Christian love.

PROTECT  
MYSELF 

• I will wear a mask in designated areas, including classrooms,  
the chapel, the Caf line, lobbies, and other locations as requested.

• I will practice physical distancing as best I am able.

• I will limit gatherings as directed by MVNU leadership under 
the guidance of local and state health departments.

LOVE MY 
NEIGHBOR 

• I recognize our shared responsibility to protect our campus  
community, Mount Vernon, and Knox County. 

• I will show regard for the needs of others, even when I am  
personally inconvenienced. 

• I will clean common surfaces in classroom and study  
spaces after use to prepare it for those who follow me 

• I will limit non-essential travel off campus. 
• If I do not feel well or come in contact with an infected 

individual, I will follow the school guidelines for isolation, 
testing and, if needed, quarantine.

CARE  
FOR MY  
COMMUNITY

• In addition to the commitment set forth above, I recognize 
the possibility that further outbreaks could curtail normal 
school events and might lead to an unscheduled shutdown 
of the campus. 

• In order to preserve the campus experience and avoid a  
premature shut-down, I commit to adhering to the  
procedures and practices listed above. 

SAFEGUARD 
THE MVNU 
EXPERIENCE

1

2

3

4
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MAINTAINING A HEALTHY CAMPUS
Every recommendation made by working groups throughout campus is a 
small piece to the overall campus strategy with a goal to reduce COVID-19 
infection and spread in order to keep the university open for an in-seat, 
residential, university experience. This is why a campus-wide commitment is 
vital from faculty, staff, and students.

STUDENT HEALTH SERVICES

• Additional nursing staff has been added to our Student Health Services to provide increased health 
care access to our students

• MVNU continues to work with Knox Public Health for COVID-19 guidance, as well as a partnership 
for additional health care needs for our students through its Community Health Center. 

COVID-19 TESTING

• Our partnership with Knox Public Health will provide standard testing of those presenting  
symptoms, tests required for athletes prior to competitions, and other tests that may be deemed 
advisable in light of developing public health circumstances.

QUARANTINE AND ISOLATION SPACE

• Students believed to be exposed to COVID-19 will be assigned a room in designated quarantine 
space on campus away from other students, as space allows.

• Those with confirmed COVID-19 test results will be isolated from the campus population until 
they can safely return home to recover. Those students will have access to remote learning so that 
their education is not disrupted. 

• Facilities and housekeeping staff have been intensifying practices and protocols since early March, 
when students returned from Spring Break. By following the latest recommendations and guidelines 
by the State of Ohio, the CDC, and guidance from Knox Public Health, our frontline workers are 
diligent in their efforts to create, and follow, protocols that reduce the risk of the virus spread as 
much as possible.

For more details on our safety measures, click here.

https://www.mvnu.edu/returntothevern/returntothevernplan#healthycampus
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PERSONAL ACCOUNTABILITY 
Returning to campus for Fall semester will look different because of the 
measures necessary to maintain the highest levels of health and safety  
possible to keep campus open. This will require everyone in the MVNU 
Community to agree to follow protocols that are in the best interest of  
ourselves and others. Developed protocols have been recommended 
through the CDC and the Ohio Department of Health, and are consistent 
with requirements in most public spaces and private businesses.

SELF-QUARANTINE BEFORE RETURN TO CAMPUS
• We are asking everyone to take enhanced precautions prior to your return to campus since 

COVID-19 transmission can happen anywhere that people gather. 
• Avoiding travel and imposing a self-quarantine for the two weeks prior to your return to campus  

is optimal and is strongly encouraged. 
• Please continue to practice all the CDC-recommended COVID-19 practices: washing hands, 

staying home if sick, wearing masks, practicing physical distancing, and avoiding large groups  
of people. 

MASKS
• All students, faculty, and staff are required to wear masks when inside buildings, and in all other 

situations where physical distancing is difficult. Students are not required to wear masks in their 
apartment or dorm rooms, or in the cafeteria when they are seated and eating. 

• Each student will be provided two reusable MVNU masks.
• Students with medical conditions prohibiting their use of a face mask will need to provide  

documentation to accessibilityservices@mvnu.edu.
• Masks must be worn correctly to provide as much protection as possible and be made of material 

that will stop the spread of particles. Mesh or porous masks are not acceptable.

For more details on mask requirements, click here.

DO cover 
your nose 
and mouth.

DO NOT wear 
your mask  
below your  
nose or mouth. 

https://www.mvnu.edu/returntothevern/returntothevernplan#personalaccountability
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PHYSICAL DISTANCING
• Physical distancing of six feet must be maintained both inside, and outside, when situations allow.

PRACTICE GOOD HYGIENE
• Wash hands with soap and warm water as often as possible for at least 20 seconds.
• Use hand sanitizer when it’s not possible to wash your hands, especially when arriving in  

buildings, classrooms, cafeteria, and other areas of high population density.
• Sneeze and cough into your sleeve, even when wearing a mask.
 
DAILY SYMPTOM MONITORING
• Upon arrival to campus, all students will be required to sign a HIPAA and FERPA  

Acknowledgement that permits MVNU to engage students in COVID-19-related health  
conversations, and allows communication by MVNU as required by public health authorities  
for the protection of the campus community. MVNU reserves the right to test as it believes  
appropriate to protect students and personnel. 

• Electronic monitoring of symptoms will be required on a daily basis for all faculty, staff, and  
students, including commuter students and those working remotely. 

• Digital thermometers will be provided to each student in order to check temperatures as part of 
daily symptom monitoring.

For more details on daily symptom reporting, click here.

REPORT ILLNESS 
• If you have a temperature of 100.1 or higher and exhibit COVID-19 symptoms, notify your RA 

by text or email, not in person.
• Your Resident Assistant (RA) will start the protocol to assess your symptoms and alert Student 

Health Services.
• Don’t forget to notify faculty if you will be missing class due to illness.
 

https://www.mvnu.edu/returntothevern/returntothevernplan#personalaccountability
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ACADEMICS
We understand the value of face-to-face academic instruction and that is 
how our faculty wants to engage with you. We will be utilizing innovative 
techniques and locations to adhere to physical distancing guidelines while 
instructing to a full academic roster as much as possible.

MODES OF INSTRUCTION
• Most of our classes will be instructed face-to-face.
• Some larger classes will require a hybrid approach to instruction meaning students will divide their 

time between face-to-face and remote instruction. 
• Students who have health-related concerns about returning to campus should contact the  

Registrar’s Office.
• Temporary adjustments have been made to the absence policy to accommodate the University’s 

request that students who are feeling ill, have a fever, or need to report to Student Health Services 
may do so without hesitation. Proper communications with faculty is required. To read the full 
version of the policy, click here.

• Because every class will have the capability to instruct through remote learning, we are prepared to 
quickly transition to online learning if necessary for the well-being of the MVNU community.

For more details on our academic protocols, click here.

TECHNOLOGY
• Modifications have been made to increase internet capacity and increase computer lab spaces.

For more details on campus technology upgrades, click here.

Most classes  
will be instructed 
face-to-face.

Some larger classes will  
require a hybrid approach  
of face-to-face and remote  
instruction.

https://www.mvnu.edu/returntothevern/returntothevernplan#academics
https://www.mvnu.edu/returntothevern/returntothevernplan#academics
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THE MVNU EXPERIENCE
We are committed to providing you with a full university experience.  
We know some aspects will not look like they did in the past, but we  
are thinking outside the box to be creative in designing a student life  
experience that is as close to our “normal” as possible.

 SPIRITUAL LIFE
• Chapel has been modified to include both in-person and remote opportunities. Spiritual Life  

Formations credits have been reduced by 25 percent.   

For full details on adjustments to Spiritual Life, click here.

RESIDENCE LIFE
• Housing will operate at full capacity with modification to social gathering spaces to account for 

recommendations regarding physical distancing.
• Students may be visited by friends and family members in designated areas on campus. Visitors are 

not permitted in the cafeteria, classrooms, Chapel services, weight/cardio rooms and recreational 
gymnasiums. All visitors must practice protocols consistent with what is required of an enrolled 
student, including wearing of masks and physical distancing.

• Overnight guests will not be allowed in residence halls.

DINING
• Physical distancing will be required in serving and dining areas.
• Face masks are required in all areas of the serving and dining areas, but may be removed when 

seated and eating. 

More details on additional dining spaces, Hot Meal exchange, and Grab and Go options 
are available here.

Physical distancing 
required in serving 
and dining areas. 

Masks are required 
unless seated  
and eating.

https://www.mvnu.edu/returntothevern/returntothevernplan#themvnuexperience
https://www.mvnu.edu/returntothevern/returntothevernplan#themvnuexperience
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EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
• University-sponsored events will be re-imagined to meet state guidelines for social gatherings.  

That just means we have to be creative to find new ways to continue old traditions and even start 
new traditions.

• Intramural Sports that allow for physical distancing, and/or for small groups of participants, will 
be held outdoors whenever possible.  All events must be approved by the Director of Campus Life.   

• Clubs will be allowed to meet inside in a physically-distanced manner and in compliance with 
current Ohio Department of Health guidelines and mandates. 

TRAVEL
Students are permitted to travel off campus. Because it is important to consider the health and 
well-being of the MVNU community, and the Knox County community, we encourage you to 
follow the same precautions as used on campus, including wearing a mask and physical  
distancing. When possible, we ask students to limit the number of trips and avoid close  
contact, closed spaces, and crowds.

• All international trips are canceled for the 2020-21 academic year and the university strongly  
discourages personal international travel during the 2020-21 academic year.

• Domestic school-sponsored trips outside of Knox County will be managed on a case-by-case basis.

ATHLETICS
• Seasons for fall sports have been shortened by the number of games and the number of weeks.
• Spectator seating will be limited with details yet to be determined.

For more details on athletics, click here.

 

https://www.mvnu.edu/returntothevern/returntothevernplan#themvnuexperience
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COMMUNICATIONS
KEEPING YOU INFORMED
We remain fulling committed to transparency  
regarding decision made that could alter your 
MVNU Experience. We will utilize emails and  
mvnu.edu/stayinformed to relay important  
information. Emergency and urgent information  
will be communicated through our Nixle Alert  
system. If you have not signed up for Nixle,  
please click here to do so. Additional questions 
and answers are available at mvnu.edu/stayinformed. 
Questions that remain unanswered can be sent  
to stayinformed@mvnu.edu.

REMAIN FLEXIBLE
We expect local and state mandates over the next four 
months have the potential to alter our plans for Fall  
semester. Any major adjustments to our Return To 
Campus guide will be made and distributed to the 
MVNU Community. In addition, updated information, 
including new Frequently Asked Questions, will  
be updated throughout the semester at  
mvnu.edu/stayinformed.

http://mvnu.edu/stayinformed
https://www.nixle.com/
http://mvnu.edu/stayinformed
mailto:stayinformed%40mvnu.edu?subject=Return%20To%20Campus%20Question
http://mvnu.edu/stayinformed
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MOVE-IN DAY
Both new and returning students should visit mvnu.edu/movein 
the day before you are scheduled to arrive on campus for any 
last-minute instructions.

IMPORTANT DATES
Aug. 2-8, Nease Institute

Aug. 10-15, Lead Week

Aug. 15, Move-In Day for residential new students

Aug. 16-18, Move-In Day for residential returning students

Aug. 19, Classes begin

Oct. 7, Mid-term Break

Nov. 18, Last day of classes

Nov. 19-24, Finals

Nov. 24, 6 p.m., Residence halls close

EMERGENCY CONTACT
Students are encouraged to update their emergency contact  
information in Self-Service on the portal.

http://www.mvnu.edu/movein
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“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or 
vain conceit. Rather, in humility value 
others above yourselves, not looking to 
your own interests but each of you to 
the interests of the others.

In your relationships with one another, 
have the same mindset as Christ Jesus.”

Philippians 2:3-5


