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Every day I begin again. Roll out of bed ahead
of the alarm. Feed the cats. Extract my laptop. As I’m
blinded by the bright white startup screen and pull up a
document called “draft,” I begin again.
From my first days of journaling, I quickly
discovered how easy it was to get words on the page. As a
child I wrote about my family relationships, my friends in
school, and my growing fear of thunderstorms and dogs.
I wrote what I knew, and that was enough. Recently, that
has been the most difficult step for me. From writing in a
composition book in third grade each day, to writing 500
words on my laptop before I shower every morning, “just
writing” has proven to be one of the most challenging
tasks in my daily life.
Every day I begin again. Every day I take another
shot at developing a novel I’ve had in my head for years.
Every day I revisit the outline of my protagonist’s
journey. His journey began in my head and was later
translated to the page. In my daily writing, I follow the
map as best I can, but things have changed, and he veered
off the path. As an author, I have my own expectations
and hopes for my characters and for my story — and I
have learned to let them go. Whatever I have mapped out
is allowed to change. My characters have their own way,

and if I just keep writing the story will still go on. I have
my plans, but I have learned to let the story be.
Every day I begin again. I take a deep breath,
exhale, and move on. Although it’s a story that isn’t yet
complete, I know that it will reveal its middle and end in
due time. I have faith in my words and I have faith that I
can and will finish this book. Don’t get me wrong, I have
doubts. I still have had periods of time where no words
come, only thoughts and days of reading and research.
But it’s OK if I don’t know where to go next with my
story or if my words deviate. I always know that I have a
fresh start with the new day ahead.
That’s what you have to do — on the page and in
life.
There are days you know exactly what to do,
and you follow the path with each new morning. But
then there are the darker days, when you have no clue
where to go, who to turn to, or what your next move is.
That’s when God gives us a break, and it’s called grace.
Grace covers our sins, our worries, and our anxieties. No
questions asked — we can shed our past and our present
conflicts, and take the next step with the confidence that
he knows what he’s doing.
Every day we begin again. We are tasked to grasp
God’s grace and to have the faith to move forward. There
is no time to look back. The Lord goes before you; there
are only new chapters ahead.

"Relying on God has to begin all over again every
day as if nothing had yet been done."
– C.S. Lewis, Letters to Malcolm: Chiefly on Prayer
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NEWS & NOTES

MVNU
HOMECOMING 2015
Mount Vernon Nazarene University held their 45th annual

ENLIGHTENING EDUCATION
Mount Vernon Nazarene University was recently

Homecoming celebration Nov. 13-14. Homecoming highlights

welcomed as an institutional participant in The State

included Homecoming chapel, the Distinguished Alumni Service

Authorization Reciprocity Agreement (SARA) initiative. The

Award, the Lady Cougars volleyball championship, and the

SARA initiative is an agreement among member states that

Homecoming queen coronation. The Distinguished Alumni Service

establishes comparable national standards for interstate offering

Award was given to Kurt (’95) and Kayla (Tink ’94) Bosworth.

of postsecondary distance education courses and programs. It

Kayla works for Bethany Christian Services as an International

is intended to make it easier for students to take online courses

Adoption Specialist, and Kurt is a Worship Leader at Hilliard

offered by postsecondary institutions based in another state.

Church of the Nazarene.

MVNU NAMED A BEST
COLLEGE FOR 2015-16

GENERAL /
ADMINISTRATION

Mount Vernon Nazarene University was

Dr. C. Jimmy Lin, M.D., Ph.D., M.H.S.,
spoke in chapel in April 2015 as part of
the 2014-15 Lecture/Artist Series. Dr.
Lin is a 2012 TED Fellow Founder and
President of Rare Genomics Institute
(RGI). Partnering with top medical
institutions, RGI helps custom design
research projects for rare diseases. He
has numerous publications in science,
nature, cells, nature genetics, and nature
biotechnology, and has been featured by
Forbes, Bloomberg, The Wall Street Journal,
The Washington Post, BBC, TIME, and The
Huffington Post.

recognized along with Eastern Nazarene College,
Mid-America Nazarene University, and Point
Loma Nazarene University in Money Magazine as
a Best College for 2015-16.

MVNU WAS LISTED
IN THE 50 MOST
AFFORDABLE
PRIVATE COLLEGES
TELL THE STORY
MVNU extended a warm welcome to Rev.
Woodie Stevens and the participants in Tell THE
Story at MVNU on July 21, 2015. Tell THE
Story is a discipling method that helps individuals
present the Bible in a way that is simple to
receive, remember, and retell.

Steve Jenkins, formerly Controller, is
now the Director of Business Services.

Jim Singletary, Director of Intercultural
Life, received a Diversity Grant for
$5,000 from The Ohio Foundation of
Independent Colleges to complete the
“MVNU Shine Forth Mural Project” with
sophomore Michaela Hughes, which is
set to be unveiled in late spring of 2016.
Catie Hayes, formerly Secretary for
Campus Ministries, is now Director of
Community and International Ministries.

PALCON 2016: RENEW

Gina Blanchard, Bookstore Manager,
will oversee Printing/Mailing/
Switchboard.
Rev. Joe Noonen has been appointed
Vice President of Student Life. He will
continue to serve as University Chaplain.
James Smith has been appointed
Associate Vice President of Enrollment
Management.
Updates from the Fall 2015
Board of Trustees Meeting:
Dr. Paul Madtes and Dr. Brett Wiley
will take sabbaticals in Fall 2016 and
Spring 2017, respectively.
The Executive Committee re-elected:
Geoff Kunselman, Chair; Bob Mahaffey,
Vice Chair; Chris Weghorst, Secretary;
Sharon Dodds, At-Large; Kent Estep,
At-Large; Steve Ward, At-Large; Lee
Skidmore, At-Large.

Mount Vernon Nazarene University will be
hosting the East Central U.S.A. Regional
PALCON 2016 event from May 31 to June 2,
2016. Plenary Speakers include Jeanne Serrão,
Dan Boone, Danielle Strickland, David Graves,
and Scott Daniels.

SONFEST 2015

Anthony Mako, formerly Chapel
Worship Leader, is now Director of Arts
in Worship.
Kendra Lambert, formerly Assistant to
the Chaplain for Small Group Ministries,
is now Director of Discipleship
Ministries.

Rev. Geoff Kunselman, Chair of the
Board of Trustees, was selected to receive
the Doctor of Divinity degree at the
Spring Commencement.
Rochel Furniss, Director of Campus
Life, has been appointed to the
President’s Advisory Council.

SonFest, Mount

NATURAL &
SOCIAL SCIENCES

Vernon Nazarene
University’s annual
music festival,
welcomed thousands
of fans to the Grove of
the MVNU campus on

Cynthia Hager (’13) is a third-year
pharmacy student at West Virginia
University. She is lead author on a paper
on antibiotic use in hospitals that was
presented at a national conference in
December.

Sept. 26. Gospel Music
Association Dove
Award Winner Colton
Dixon headlined the
event, along with many
other bands.

@MVNUNews

@MVNU1968

ThisIsMVNU

#ShineForth
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Andrew Walker (’10) graduated with
an M.D. from West Virginia University
on May 17, 2015. He took a oneyear preliminary surgical residency at
Charleston (W.V.) Area Medical Center.

outdoor Christian

NEWS & NOTES
Dr. Karen Doenges, Professor of
Mathematics, will retire this spring
completing 25 years of service to Mount
Vernon Nazarene University after 17
years of public school teaching service in
French and mathematics. Dr. Doenges
also participated in the Council of
Christian Colleges and University
(CCCU) “Women in Leadership”
program. She was also tapped by the
Church of the Nazarene to lead its Faith
and Learning Conference, convened
at MVNU in 2001. In addition, Dr.
Doenges and her husband, Steve, have
been advisors for Mu Kappa.
Merel Pickenpaugh, Associate Professor
of Criminal Justice, will retire this spring
after 39 years of service to Mount Vernon
Nazarene University. In January 1977,
he began as an adjunct professor teaching
criminal justice courses in the sociology
program. Upon his retirement as Chief
Adult Probation Officer in Licking
County in 2004, he began teaching fulltime at MVNU and launched the BA
major in criminal justice.
Allison Henley (’16) has been accepted
into the School of Optometry at the
University of the Incarnate Word in San
Antonio, Texas.
Petr Vaughan (’15) has been accepted
into the Doctor of Dentistry Program at
The Ohio State University in Columbus,
Ohio.

NURSING &
HEALTH SCIENCES
Mount Vernon Nazarene University’s
nursing program has received full
approval from the Ohio Board of Nursing
(OBN). Approval is required for all
nursing programs and is awarded based
on a quality written report and site visit.

MVNU was awarded the maximum OBN
approval of five academic years.

Market Forum in Omaha, Neb., in
October. Jim Dalton and Judy Madtes
received partially-funded scholarships
to attend the Free Market Forum. The
topic of the 2015 Free Market Forum was
“Markets, Government, and the Common
Good.”

ARTS & HUMANITIES
Dr. Bob Tocheff, Professor of Music,
recently presented three workshops on
choral conducting at the Choral Festival
in Spartanburg, S.C., as part of a four-day
event highlighting many areas of sacred
choral music.

John Keyser (’93) presented “The Auditor
and His Public Interest Responsibility”
at the Boesger Christian Business Leader
Series (BCBLS) event on Nov. 6, 2015.

Dr. Brett Wiley, English Professor,
presented “A God in CivilWarLand:
George Saunders’ Theological Questions”
at the American Literature Association
Symposium: God and the American
Writer in February. He was also able to
interview George Saunders.

Dr. Kevin Hughes, Associate Dean
for the Jetter School of Business, was
awarded the Christian Business Faculty
Association 2015 Barnabas Award at its
recent meeting.
Dr. Jim Dalton, Professor of Accounting,
was elected the 2016 Board Chair for
CBFA.

EDUCATION &
PROFESSIONAL STUDIES
Dr. Brenita Nicholas has been
appointed Assistant Vice President for
Institutional Effectiveness, in addition
to her current role as Professor of
Social Work. In her new role, she will
partner with Dr. Randie Timpe, who
continues as Assistant to the President
for Effectiveness and Planning, and with
Kathy Griffith, Director of Assessment.

Ryan Long, Assistant Professor of
Theatre, recently served as vocal coach for
the Columbus Civic Theater’s production
of Ibsen’s Ghosts. She will also be
dialect coaching the theater’s upcoming
production of Skylight by David Hare.
In the fall, Long also attended a one-day
workshop by Erik Singer on the accents
of South Africa.

Four Education & Professional Studies
faculty are currently working on doctoral
degrees: Jessica Grubaugh, Lynn
Shoemaker, Krishana White, and
Elizabeth Napier.

JETTER SCHOOL
OF BUSINESS

Dr. Dean Goon published a paper in The
College Student Journal entitled “How to
Better Engage Online Students with Online
Strategies” with Britt, M., &
Timmerman, M.

Kevin Hughes, Melanie Timmerman,
Ron Bolender, and Tim Chesnut
received full externally-funded
scholarships to attend the 2015 Free
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Dr. Dean Goon presented “Extreme
Course Makeover” at the Campus
Technology Forum in Long Beach, Calif.
Dr. Cindy Harvel was the speaker at a
non-denominational Women’s Retreat in
Charm, Ohio. Her presentation, called
“Breaking Open My Boxes,” was about
letting God break open the small boxes
we place him in.
Mrs. Kenna Williams, Undergraduate
Education Coordinator, and Mrs. Heidi
Foos, GPS Education Coordinator, are
members of the National Academic
Advising Association (NACADA) and
attended a webinar regarding academic
advising on Sept. 28, 2015.
Dr. Stephen Metcalfe presented
“Difficult Adult Education Students” to
the MVNU Social Work Department as
a professional development workshop.
Dr. Metcalfe is also on the International
Christian Community for Teacher
Education (ICCTE) board and planning
committee for the 2016 ICCTE
Conference.

of Teacher Education Organizations
(OCTEO) conference in Dublin, Ohio
on Oct. 29, 2015. Barbara Trube and
Laurie Katz (OSU) were also on the
panel.

THEOLOGY &
PHILOSOPHY
Dr. Eric Vail plans to teach a course in
“Theology of Atonement” at Nazarene
Theological Seminary in the summer of
2016.
Dr. Eric Vail recently completed
Atonement and Salvation: Wesleyan
Reflections that is scheduled to be
released July 1, 2016, through Nazarene
Publishing House.
Zac Sherman was named Assistant to
the Dean of the School of Theology and
Philosophy, and Systems Coordinator for
the School of Theology and Philosophy
for Graduate and Professional Studies.
Thomas Fletcher (’13) recently assumed
a position at Lower Lights Christian
Health Center in Columbus, Ohio.

Dr. Sharon Metcalfe participated in the
Deans of Schools of Education Meeting
with Nazarene International Board of
Education, San Diego, Calif., in June.

Christy (McNutt ’97) Robison has been
named the Director for GPS Student
Recruitment.
The School of Graduate and Professional
Studies has launched the following
new programs; Bachelor of Arts in
Public Safety Administration, online;
Bachelor of Science in Computer Science
Software Development, New Albany
site; Bachelor of Arts in Early Childhood
Education, online; Master of MinistryMaster of Business Administration
dual degree, combination of online and
video conferencing; Master of Business
Administration with a concentration in
Ministry.
GPS and the Jetter School of Business
( JSB) is launching the redesigned
Bachelor of Business Administration
(BBA) with a core set of business courses
and a set of new majors in Finance,
Human Resource Management, Business
Management, and Marketing.
The School of Nursing and Health
Sciences have added the capability of
video conferencing to teach students
from Hunter Hall, in downtown Mount
Vernon, to RN-BS Nursing students at
the Mansfield GPS site.

ATHLETICS
Dr. Pam Owen presented her published
paper titled “Maximizing Student
Motivation: Meaningful Course Revision”
at The World Conference of Learning,
Teaching, and Educational Leadership
in Prague, Czech Republic. She is also
President of the Ohio Early Childhood
Teacher Educators (OECTE).

Pam Owen and Krishana White
presented “Early Childhood Educators
Building Capacities in Future Teacher
Leaders” at the Ohio Confederation

Coach Paul Swanson was named the
Crossroads League Coach of the Year.
Andy Bolerjack (’09), Assistant to the
Dean of the School of Theology and
Philosophy, was named the new Executive
Director of the Nazarene Student Center
at the University of Oklahoma.

Dr. Eric Browning will serve as the
Faculty Athletic Representative for
MVNU during 2015-2016. He replaces
Dr. Rick Williamson who served for
several years.

GRADUATE &
PROFESSIONAL STUDIES

Mike O’Hara has been hired as Men’s
and Women’s Golf Coach.

Dr. Ronald Bolender (’77) has been
named the Dean for the School of
Graduate and Professional Studies.

Robert O’Hara has been hired as Men’s
and Women’s Assistant Golf Coach.
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Mrs. Lynn Shoemaker presented on
differentiated instruction in the science
classroom with Dr. Amy Biggs and
a PEL student at the BGSU: NWO
Symposium on S.T.E.M. They returned in
November to present on Universal Design
for Learning.

The MVNU Volleyball Team won the
Crossroads Championship against
Indiana Wesleyan University.
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DR. JOHN J. DONOHO
Former Dean of Students and faculty member Dr.
John J. Donoho passed away Oct. 22, 2015. John
and his wife, Dr. Lora Donoho, served respectively as
Dean of Students and Director of Athletics at Mount
Vernon Nazarene College, now University, from 1975
to their joint retirement in 1990.
John and Lora arrived at MVNU in 1975, where he
became Dean of Students and professor of Psychology
until his retirement in 1990. John received an honorary
Doctor of Letters degree in 1990 from MVNU. The
Donoho Recreation Center on the MVNU campus is
named in their honor.

EDITH FOSTER
Novice Marvene Hinton Morris
passed away on Thursday, Jan. 14,
2016, in Mount Vernon, Ohio. Novice
served as assistant to the president to
ﬁve Mount Vernon Nazarene University
presidents from 1972-1991. Novice
was instrumental in starting the MVNU
Women's Auxiliary with Evelyn Prince in
the early 1980s. Novice received
Honorary Alumna status at MVNU in
1981, retired in 1991, and was awarded
the Honorary Doctorate of Letters from
MVNU in 1996.

NOVICE MORRIS

Longtime MVNU contributor and
supporter Mrs. Edith Foster passed
away Aug. 16, 2015. Foster and her
late husband, Dale, were instrumental
to the initial fundraising of Mount
Vernon Nazarene College.
Together, the Fosters created an athletic
endowment scholarship for baseball,
golf, men's and women's basketball,
and women's volleyball. Foster Hall
has been named in their honor for their
contributions to Ariel Arena. Both Dale
and Edith Foster were named honorary
alumni for their contributions and
dedication to the University.

AD GOES HERE

YOU ARE BRIGHTER THAN
YOU KNOW – DON’T PUT
YOUR FUTURE ON HOLD.

WITH MVNU’S FLEXIBLE,
CONVENIENT, AND
AFFORDABLE GRADUATE
AND PROFESSIONAL
STUDIES PROGRAMS, YOUR
DEGREE COULD BE LESS
THAN 2 YEARS AWAY!

YOURMVNU.COM

KNOW A HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENT
WHO WOULD SHINE
BRIGHT AT MVNU?

AD GOES HERE

We want to hear from you!
Send us the names of students that we might not know — nieces, nephews, grandchildren,
neighbors, church acquaintances, or anyone else who may want to know more about MVNU.
Our Admissions team is ready to meet the best and the brightest students in your life.

REFER SOMEONE TODAY BY VISITING:

GOTOMVNU.COM/REFER
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The Mount Vernon Grand Hotel, owned and operated by Mount Vernon Nazarene University, is located in historic downtown
Mount Vernon. The five-story, Victorian hotel offers 46 exquisite rooms, a breathtaking parlor, and a winding Grand staircase.
The Grand also features two conference rooms, a business center, complimentary Wi-Fi, and continental breakfast for guests.
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For everything there is a season, and a time
for every matter under heaven:
a time to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what
is planted;
a time to break down, and a time to build up;
a time to throw away stones; and a time to
gather stones together;
a time to seek, and a time to lose;
a time to tear, and a time to sew;
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
a time to love, and time to hate.
(Ecclesiastes 3: 1-2, 5a, 6-8a)
While no one can predict what lies ahead, change seems inevitable.
Over 30 years of work on college, university, and seminary campuses
confirms the wisdom of Heraclitus and the Teacher. Leading the MVNU
campus community requires embracing change. We step into the river
every morning as we seek to “Shine Forth” into our world.
The road ahead looks bright for MVNU:

13
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We opened the Center for Student Success in Thorne Library in
September. This represents a new level of intentional service to students
at MVNU. Dr. Brad Whitaker, Assistant Vice President for Student
Success and Retention, has literally rewritten the agenda for working with
students. (This new direction offers assistance in writing, math, tutoring,
and study skills.) The Center assists students who struggle with learning
disabilities, as well as those preparing for medical school and graduate
school. A dedicated staff offers direction for student retention and our

...looks bright

Heraclitus, a pre-Socratic philosopher, famously said,“You never
step in the same river twice.” There are days on the campus of MVNU
that this observation makes a great deal of sense. The Teacher said:

the opportunity to meet our faculty and many staff and also view
the University Catalog. The new website should be finished by
September 2016.

The Mount Vernon Grand Hotel will open on the square
in downtown Mount Vernon in spring 2016.
It will be a first-class hotel open to the public.
(There will be a banquet room, conference
room, exercise room, and 46 guest rooms.) The
Grand will be the face of MVNU to many
who will never be on campus. It will be our
opportunity to “Shine Forth” to a new public
for our community. Christian hospitality will
be modeled in this fine facility. The Grand
will provide auxiliary income for the University
and employment for students. This amazing
opportunity opens a new door to MVNU.

Institutional Effectiveness is essential for accomplishing
our educational mission in the days ahead.
Assessment is the key to determining our success.
The process points to ways we might be able to
improve. Even more than this, institutional
effectiveness allows us to deploy our resources as
proper stewards. Dr. Brenita (Nicholas) Edwards
has been named Assistant Vice President for
Institutional Effectiveness. Brenita will guide
us toward a more rigorous assessment of our
work. The Higher Learning Commission, our
regional accrediting body, will increasingly look
at our work in this area. Renewed emphasis on
Institutional Effectiveness is part of the road
ahead for us.

MVNU will face challenges in the
days ahead, but these challenges are
nothing less than the opportunities
that God offers us to “Shine Forth.”

rate has significantly improved through their efforts. The Center
is a “one-stop-shop” for ensuring the best opportunity for success
at MVNU.

Internships will become increasingly
important as our students complete degree
requirements for graduation. Education and
Nursing majors have been acquainted with the
idea of clinicals and practicums for many years.
Internships in the Jetter School of Business
and the School of Theology and Philosophy
are staples for solid preparation. The future
will belong to those who have work experience
prior to graduation. It will allow students to
sample the chosen career path before completing their degree.
MVNU has recently hired a new Career Services Coordinator,
Mr. Gary Swisher, who will allow our students to “Shine Forth”
in our world.
We are busy reconstructing the MVNU website, the digital
gate to our campus. Now our attention turns to building out the
website around our new theme, “Shine Forth.” Future visitors will
be able to take a virtual tour of our campus. Students will have

MVNU will face challenges in the days
ahead, but these challenges are nothing less than
the opportunities that God offers us to “Shine
Forth.” Our mission remains the same, “to shape
lives through educating the whole person and
cultivating Christ-likeness for lifelong learning
and service.” We trust God to be the light that
shines before us, and we will be faithful to the
next generation. This means we will be fearless in our pursuit of
excellence in character and knowledge.

SHINE

MVNU'S NEW BRAND REFLECTS NOT ONLY THE BIBLICAL THEME
OF LIGHT BUT ALSO ECHOES THE WORDS OF OUR FOUNDING
PRESIDENT DR. STEPHEN NEASE:

"WE SEEK TO FOLLOW HIS FLAME WHICH SHINES BEFORE US."
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We believe that MVNU's legacy of faith and
knowledge is carried out on campus and in the
lives of the alumni who serve God in their chosen
vocations around the world. You will be seeing and
hearing these two words around campus, online, on
social media, in chapel, and where MVNU's call to
seek to learn is also a call to seek to serve.
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With seven luxurious suites and 39
outstanding rooms, The Mount Vernon
Grand Hotel has just the space for you to
for commencement or you’re on the job, it’s
your home away from home.

mountvernongrand.com
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relax and recharge. Whether you’re visiting
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Professor of Engineering

Mount Vernon Nazarene University is in the second year
of its Engineering program. I have been blessed to be
a part of engineering this new beginning at MVNU. For
a number of years I served in a consulting capacity as an
Engineering faculty member at The Ohio State University
and California Baptist University. In 2015, a family illness
brought my family back to our home in Mt. Liberty, Ohio and
the Lord opened up an opportunity for me to join the faculty
here at MVNU.
In 2014, the ﬁrst class of engineering students arrived at
MVNU. In the fall of 2015, 19 new students joined the
program along with two transfer students. Currently, there
are over 30 students in the Engineering program, and we
expect a substantial freshman class of over 20 students and
an additional faculty member in the fall of 2016.
It is exciting that the Engineering program is drawing
increasingly large numbers of new students. However, it
has also had its challenges. In addition to the teaching
load, there are many administrative issues to address such
as curriculum development, laboratory set up, equipment
acquisition, accreditation, industry partnering, etc. With the
excitement and trials comes the recognition that we must
rely on God’s strength to carry us through.
MVNU’s new expedition in engineering reminds us of our
new beginning in Christ. When we experience the new birth
in Christ there are many challenges, many things that we
have never had to think about before. As we travel on our
journey as the new creation, we also recognize that we must
trust in God. As we engineer a new beginning at MVNU,
we pray that our program and our personal walk in Christ
will bring glory to God as we prepare a new generation of
engineers for the kingdom.
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gotomvnu.com/engineering
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Alumni Highlight
Ly d i a ( K u h n ) B e h r
Early Childhood Education

and felt a call to become Salvation Army officers: pastoring a
church, running the social services, and sharing the love of Christ
by helping those in need.
We began the long process of attending the College for
Officer Training in Suffern, N.Y. Now we are back in school,
learning how to run a corps and preach a sermon! We have been
in Suffern since late August, and the two of us plus our three
little girls have settled in. We feel confident that this is where
God wants us.
Some days are trying with school, a 3-year-old daughter,
and one-year-old twin daughters, but God never fails. God has
given me a peace about where my life is headed, even though
I don’t know all the plans. I thought I knew where my life
would go, but God had a new beginning in mind. He actually
had several new beginnings in mind: twins, a new career, a new
denomination, a new state, and more school. Those things were
certainly not in my plans, but God’s plan is turning out to be
better than anything I could have planned for myself.
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Change can be scary. I am a planner, and I don’t like
not knowing what is going on. But one thing I am learning
is that God knows best, and if God is in the change then it is
for the best.
I started at Mount Vernon Nazarene University in 2007,
undecided about my major. I received my bachelor’s degree in
Early Childhood Education, and I was sure I could make a
difference in the lives of children everywhere. I patiently waited
for a teaching job while temporarily working in daycares. I did
not enjoy daycare work, and the teaching job never came.
After three years of watching the educational system
change and the economy plummet, I realized I needed a new
career. I practically yelled at God and demanded that he give
me direction. That is when the position for director of The
Salvation Army afterschool program opened up. I took the
job, and a year later my husband, Andrew, became their youth
director.
We really admired The Salvation Army and what they
stood for. We started attending the church, became members,
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“ What I learned early on is that God’s will isn’t
always predictable, but it’s always perfect.”

God presented me with, which enabled me to develop as a human
being and as a business person. In fact, I have learned more and
grown more from my unsuccessful ventures than I have from
those with which I’ve achieved success. Funny how that works.
What’s encouraging is that peace comes with every new
beginning and with each new venture I undertake. Not because I
believe I’m going to financially hit a home run each time, because
that certainly isn’t guaranteed. But because I know God is 100
percent in control. My job is simply to seek his perfect will
knowing that, regardless of the outcome, he is always with me
and will never lead me astray.
I am currently launching my latest venture, PreneurLife
(preneur.life). Not only am I completely thrilled about this new
social venture, but I feel the hand of God in the entire process. I
believe that all my previous experiences/ventures have led me to
where I am today. I praise God for being with me during each of
my previous new beginnings and for assuring me he is with me
in my current one as well. I give him all the glory!

lukewesterman.com

@LukeWesterman
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In the 11 plus years since I graduated from Mount
Vernon Nazarene University (wow, has it really been that
long?!), I have founded, invested in, and acquired more than
25 growth companies. Each of those experiences represented
a new beginning where I would not only have to trust my
professional judgment, but more importantly, actively seek out
God’s will and trust him to steer me where he wanted me.
Was I anxious during my first couple of ventures about
making wise choices? Sure was. And in my flawed human state
did I second-guess where God may be steering me? At times,
yes.
But I learned quickly that I needed to lean not on my
own understanding. I learned to base my decisions on the right
factors and to actively seek God’s will throughout the process.
I then had to trust him (without worry) once my decision had
been made.
Not all of my ventures have resulted in success. When
we fail, we have a tendency to negatively react and wonder
if our trust was misplaced or whether God was truly with us
during those experiences.
What I learned early on is that God’s will isn’t always
predictable, but it’s always perfect. Even in my failures there
was always a purpose — something for me to learn or a test
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To show my gratitude toward all
that MVNU means to me, I will
continue to f inancially support
the college through a monthly
automated contribution. This is
such an easy way to give back to
the college.
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Mar tha (Lang ’89) Schmoeke r
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I will assist those with a dream to
obtain a higher level of education
at MVNU by helping with their
f inancial burdens.
Mich a el Sellers (’05)
Alumnus

Engage Ed ucation

Progress as of 1/26/16:

$

213,076

About:

28%
Funded

Engage Education is focused on providing students
the necessities for successful careers in STEM (science/
technology/engineering/math).
The primary need is currently focused on establishing the
new Engineering program and aesthetic improvements to
the facilities in Regents and Faculty Halls.
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S e e k to “ S e r ve”

Our initial goal has been
met at 100% but there are
continued ways to help us
build out the tennis program

About:

100 %
Funded

Tennis originated at MVNU in 1968 with a team called
“The Netters.” MVNU will once again have tennis as a
competitive sport, projected to start in the fall of 2017.
Seek to “Serve” is focused on generating funds to begin
the tennis program and constructing brand new tennis
courts on campus.

Suppor t Success

Fully funded at

100 %

About:

100 %
Funded

The Center for Student Success provides students with
exceptional resources so they can be their brightest.
Thorne Library and Learning Resource Center is
being updated, providing additional opportunities to
integrate even more enhanced academic advising and
mentoring, learning labs, extended instruction, and
summer programs.

Fu nd the Future

Our base goal has been met at
100% but additional support
is needed — there are endless
opportunities to invest in
MVNU students

Make a Sustaining
Co m m i t me n t
Progress as of 1/26/16:

$

8,008,419

100 %
Funded

About:
Fund the Future is dedicated to endowment giving for
student scholarships. An endowment at MVNU begins
with only $15,000 contributed over a ﬁve-year period, or
through an estate plan.

About:
Every year The University Fund builds and sustains the

89

%

Funded

premiere educational experience at MVNU. Gifts to
The University Fund include giving to endowments,
scholarships, WNZR, capital projects, athletics, campus
ministries, educational budgets, and other projects that
reinforce the strong academic and spiritual experience at
MVNU.
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Give today at mvnu.edu/iwill

Progress as of Jan. 26, 2016.
Numbers are subject to change.

For the latest figures visit mvnu.edu/iwill
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Thank you for par ticipating in MVNU’s life -changing work .
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Every new beginning proceeds from an ending. And
The slow losses and the silent losses hurt like the obvious
with every ending comes a loss. There are the obvious losses:
losses, but they are not grieved. They are not spoken about or
balding, amputation, divorce, death. These losses are grieved in
accounted for. For that reason maybe they hurt more, that dull
differing measures and manners depending on their perceived
unnamable ache. Sometimes I think I feel them before anything
severity, but they are all grieved. None of them go unnoticed
is lost, missing things before they are even gone. These are the
or unattended. These are the socially legitimized losses. When
losses that build up under my skin, the aches that spill out when
I ended a six and a half year relationship last January, everyone
I am just having a bad day, the limp I try to hide when new
knew it hurt, and no one wondered why. My pain was not
beginnings come because, after all, it is a new beginning and I
always addressed, but it was never scorned. I did not feel shame
am not supposed to be sad anymore. I made it out. I am saved.
if I ached; I did not have to hide when it hurt.
Everything is better now. Except the one thing, that sharp thing
Then there are the slow losses. My childhood best
I couldn’t get out of my side, that dislocated hip that never quite
friend lived on Spring Road. When I pass his old house I
went back the way it was before.
wonder where he is now. I search his name on Facebook from
“Behold, I am making all things new,” he said. Making,
time to time hoping to run across a picture, hoping to see he
not made. Even while I limp I am loved; even while I am loved,
is happy. We didn’t stop being friends on purpose — we just
I limp. Grieving and gratitude cohabitating. I exist in tension.
drifted. Drift losses happen over time and are often unobserved.
Every new beginning proceeds from loss. Every loss makes room
The object of loss — a person, a memory, a good habit — is
for a new beginning. Much may have to be lost if all things are
covered under the steady accumulation of responsibilities and
becoming new; I deeply hope that all the lost things will one day
tired weekends and missed calls. By the time I think to return
be found, renewed and wholesome as they were at the moment
the call, it has been too long. By the time I long for these things,
of their creation, as they were always meant to be and that in
they are already gone. I loved them, but not enough.
that time newness will cease to be a dislocation but will be a
And then there are the silent losses, the things that
beginning that reconciles with all endings, a beginning without
pass away without a tear or a whimper,
an ending. But even if it is not — even if
things that were never named, never
some things are lost forever — I still need
identified, things that were taken for
to be made new.
granted. Their absence is subconscious
And until then, whether
L u k e M c C u s k e r, ' 1 7
but felt in the deep pit of my stomach
all things are found or not, I will grieve
Art
where bad dreams come from, a well of
the losses great and small, clearing
unspoken anxieties. Days that passed and
out the accumulation when possible
I didn’t see the sun rise or set, afternoons worked but hardly
and examining the sharp things and tending to broken bones
lived. Missed opportunities for companionship, for rest. A
and acknowledging silent pain and welcoming newness when
hope that got too heavy to carry, a prayer that lost its meaning
it comes as best I can. Making, not made. Loss and newness.
because I prayed it so many times. The way it felt to be a child;
Tension, grief, and hope. Endings, and new beginnings.
the street I grew up on and the joy of birthdays and unburdened
And perhaps the hardest and best loss of all: may a new
wonder; the newness of youth. I never even knew how much I
kingdom come.
loved these things until I lost them; I didn’t know they could be
lost until they were.

In my mind, I had fashioned a chess board. Every piece
was a decision, and when moved, affected another piece. The
board of life was black and white — wrong or right. Once I made
my decision, once I took my hand off a piece, it was final.
I was sure about coming to Mount Vernon Nazarene
University. I was extra sure
about registering as an English
major. I felt it was a right
“move” on my board. I felt like
Carley Phillips, '15
these were the correct spaces
English
for me. I weighed every move
in my head.
As a graduate holding
my hot-off-the-presses bachelor’s degree, I want to make the
“right” decisions. I want to cut to the chase. I want to get it all
right on the first try. And I’m afraid — afraid that I’m leaving the
best years of my life too early, afraid that I am not prepared, afraid
that my newfound knowledge and skills won’t be put to good use.
I’m terrified that I’ll make the wrong move.
I thought I could figure out the rest of my life. I thought I
could out-maneuver God, as if he was my chess opponent.
Luckily, I have an amazing dad to show me that changing
career directions is not “wrong.” He’s completely changed careers
several times and has three very different degrees — and he’s
currently working on his fourth.
I’ve seen how these extremely different career changes and
decisions built upon the last so well my whole life, and I never
once saw my dad as a failure. In light of his example, I think I
can make a move without obsessing on how it will make or break
my whole life.
Fortunately, life isn’t a chess game. Unfortunately, that
means there is less certainty as to what my next move is. Right
now, my first step is to rest. My next steps will be to look to
what comes next — immediately next. And maybe practice not
worrying. That sounds like a good goal.
This post-grad uncertainty is an opportunity, not a trap.
My life is lovingly guided by God.
Checkmate. The exhausting mental game of chess is over.
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There are phone calls that change your life — or
take. When life is spinning out of control, the gospel taught in a
at least your view of it. I received mine on a perfect spring
classroom setting suddenly becomes very real — especially when
Sunday afternoon:
you’re surrounded by people committed to living it out. Bethany’s
“ Your daughter, Bethany, was in a serious head-on collision
transformation was immediate and visible!
with three other girls from Mount Vernon Nazarene University.
Standing in an emergency room four months later,
She was transported by life flight. That’s all we know.”
I wondered if we had lost her again. But this time I had an
The longest hour of life happens
unexplainable peace about this “letting go.”
during a drive to a hospital wondering if
Turns out I didn’t need to.
your daughter is alive.
An SUV wins a head-on with a Chevy
This is not supposed to happen!
Cobalt every time! But by the grace of God,
Tr
a
c
y
W
a
a
l
It was not the first time we almost
Bethany and her friends hobbled away to live
D
i
r
e
c
t
o
r
o
f
lost Bethany. One curious experiment
another day. She spent 14 days in the hospital
Admissions
with forbidden substances during her
beginning again: retraining her brain to do the
senior year of high school robbed us of the
very thing it was designed to do — to think.
girl we knew. We had no clue of the disease and saw only the
Bethany should still graduate on time. Our second
symptoms: faith and family tossed to the curb.
daughter, Kailey, will be spending a semester studying with
This is definitely not supposed to happen!
MVNU in Costa Rica less than a year after graduating high
In America, 18 is a magical year. It’s the year of
school. The way it’s looking now, she might just spend the rest of
independence, becoming “grown up,” and the year I (dad)
her life serving overseas.
became irrelevant and expendable. It’s also the year to choose
Being a dad (or a mom) is a lifelong exercise in letting
a college — a new beginning. Among other things, choosing a
go. When we do, hard or easy, new beginnings have a chance to
college is also choosing the people who will speak into your life.
materialize.
When Bethany chose MVNU, she chose to welcome
Which is definitely supposed to happen.
high-quality students, professors, and staff into her life. A new
beginning came in religion class, which she didn’t want to
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Matthew McIntosh (‘97) completed his Ph.D.
at The University of Manchester. Matthew
recently started his 16th year teaching at
Whiteﬁeld Academy in Kansas City, Mo.
wamrmac@yahoo.com

Duane Anderson (‘91) was named Chief
Financial Ofﬁcer of EF Johnson Technologies.
Prior to EFJohnson, Duane was the Corporate
Controller for American Pad & Paper LLC and
the Controller for Sagus International, Inc.

Layne (Myers ‘97) Hoffman graduated with
her Masters of Science in Human Resource
Management from Indiana Wesleyan University
in April 2015 and married David Hoffman
on May 16, 2015. Layne has worked in the
Accounting department of Toyota Engineering
& Manufacturing the past eight years. Layne
and David live in Ft. Wright, Ky., with their pug,
Sophie. They attend Lakeside Christian Church.
laynesemail@icloud.com

Michael Hancock (‘72) was appointed

Dr. Heather (Clyburn ‘99) Bush was

Felix George Hollin (‘79) has just published
a book, Jeriel, King of Gibeon, a ﬁctional
story about the Battle of Beth-Horon in
Israel’s Canaan campaign recorded in Joshua.
fsghollin@yahoo.com

Deborah (Price ‘93) and Barry Hixon

70s

90s

were married on Sept. 12, 2015, at the Butler
Church of the Nazarene, and now live in
Butler, Pa. hixon@tms.org

appointed Kate Spade & Co. Endowed
Professor in the Center for Research on
Violence Against Women. Heather is an
associate professor in the Department of
Biostatistics at the University of Kentucky
College of Public Health.
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Associate Pastor at First Church of the
Nazarene in Xenia, Ohio after 25 years
pastoring the Bethel Church of the Nazarene
in Nashville, Tenn. Becky (Beam ‘72) recently
presented her 36th and ﬁnal student piano
recital. The Hancocks are delighted to be back
on the MVNU Educational Region and the
Southwestern Ohio District.
mikehancock21@gmail.com

Jason (‘00) Guilliams recently received an
opportunity to transition out of his State Farm
Agency into an Agency Leadership position
with State Farm. Jason and Tricia (Stine
‘02) will be moving to the Bellville, Ohio
area where Tricia will continue in her role as a
homemaker and mom to their son, Jackson.
guilliams.jason@gmail.com
Adam
(‘06) and
Kathleen
(Haﬂett
‘05)
Hodges
were
married
on Oct.
25, 2014,
in Springﬁeld, Ohio. Adam is a manager for
Hyatt hotels, and Kathleen is a professional
counselor in Columbus, Ohio.

Ashley (Noggle ‘11) and Bryan Moore
welcomed identical twin boys, Bryden Edward
and Bentley Wayne, on March 27, 2015.
ashley_v13@yahoo.com

Amy (Brown
‘09) and
Christopher
Blair
welcomed
their child
Camden Ray
Blair on June
24, 2015.
amb41010@
aol.com

Brianna Cooper (‘14) and Tanner Risser
(‘15) were married on Aug. 22, 2015, at
Round Lake Christian Camp in Ohio. The
Cooper-Rissers reside in Mount Vernon where
Tanner is the Director of Family Ministries and
Administrative Assistant at First Presbyterian
Church, and Brianna is the Ofﬁce and Camp
Store Manager at Round Lake Christian Camp.
cooper91b@gmail.com

Rachel
(Weaver
‘07) and
Justin
Legros
welcomed
their ﬁrst
child, Aurora
Vivienne
Legros, on Nov. 5, 2015. She weighed 8
pounds and 1 ounce.

00s

Brianna (Modic ‘09) Weigle and her
husband welcomed their second child, Lane,
in October 2014. Lane joins his older sister
Adelynn. The family currently resides in the
Northeast Ohio area.

Amanda Blankenship (‘15) published a
song she co-wrote with Megan Parker and
Chip Connor with A Thousand Hills Music LLC.
The song is titled “Victorious” and has been
released on iTunes. She is currently a student
in the Master of Ministry program at MVNU
and works as the Youth Worship Pastor at
Heritage Nazarene in Circleville, Ohio.

10s

We offer ﬁve speciﬁc giving opportunities.
Choose the area that you are most passionate about:

I will

Engage Education - STEM (Science/Technology/Engineering/Math) Programs
Seek to Serve - Tennis
Support Success - Center for Student Success
Fund the Future - Endowed Scholarships
Sustain Commitment - Annual Sustainability
If you want to make an immediate impact, your gift can
be directed to the 1968 Fund. This fund provides ﬁnancial
support for students who are encountering ﬁnancial difﬁculties
due to family emergencies, health issues, or accidents and is
part of the “Sustain Commitment” option.

the Campaign for

Every gift makes a difference to individual students. Thank you
for participating in MVNU’s life-changing work.
A passion for education.
A will to change the world.

To give, visit mvnu.edu/iwill

Dr. Richard “Dick” Jones, Professor of
Chemistry at MVNC from 1972-1998, passed
away on April 17, 2014.

Kathryn (Lord ‘95) Coons passed away
on July 31, 2015. After moving to Mount
Vernon in 1986, Kathryn was involved with
Concepts and Community Living and medical
transcriptions. She was also a caretaker of
Camp Sychar in Mount Vernon.

Church of the
Nazarene.
He was
commissioned
into the U.S.
Army Chaplain
Corps and
served as a
battalion chaplain in numerous deployments
to Afghanistan, Iraq, Kuwait, and South Korea.
31

Donald E. Boyd

Chaplain Major Scott Alan Daniel (‘86),
passed away on Nov. 16, 2015. Daniel served
as an Army Chaplain in the Ohio National
Guard and was an ordained minister for the

In Memoriam

Melissa
“Missy”
Renee
Johnson
passed away
on Dec. 19,
2015, from
injuries in an automobile accident. Missy was
an MVNU Class of 2016 nursing student.

Please submit updates and photos for publication by email to
alumni@mvnu.edu or online at grapevine.mvnu.edu.

NOW Spring 2016

passed away on Oct.
3, 2015. Don was a
longtime art adjunct
professor at MVNU.
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WO M E N ’ S

VOLLEYBALL
The Lady Cougars finished a successful 2015 season that

Head Coach Paul Swanson was selected

included a share of the regular season Crossroads League Title

as the Region Coach of the Year.

and the Crossroads League Tournament Championship, which
led them to the NAIA National Tournament.

Marlowe Beatty was named the Crossroads

Editor's
Note

News &
Notes

League Defender of the Week eight times.
The Lady Cougars are ranked 24th in the 2015 TachikaraNAIA Volleyball Coaches’ Postseason Top 25 Poll.

MEN ’S

GOLF
The MVNU men’s golf team set a new record at the Blue
Raider Classic in September. The Cougars carded a team score
of 282 (-2), which is now the best single round mark in school
history. The previous record, which has stood since 2006, was
287 set at the Malone Fall Invitational.
The team scored first place in the MVNU Cougar Fall Classic
on Oct. 10.

MEN ’S

SOCCER
Adam Miller was selected as the Crossroads League Defensive
Player of the Week twice.
Three players were selected to be on Crossroads League
All-League Teams. Adam Miller and George Boamah were
selected for the Crossroads League First Team, while Scott
Feighner was named to the Second Team.

WO M E N ’ S

SOCCER
Rachel Baker and Lydia Simpson were both named to the
All-Crossroads League Team.
Regina Rudder was named to the College Sports Information
Directors of America (CoSIDA) Academic All-District First

33

field and in the classroom.

MEN ’S
Six members of the Mount Vernon Nazarene University
women’s soccer team were named 2015 Daktronics-NAIA

CROSS COUNTRY

Scholar Athletes; Rachel Baker, Bethany Bogantz, Olivia

Josh Richardson was selected as the Crossroads League

Boldoser, Ashley Flautt, Shannon Gwynn, and Faith

Runner of the Week for his performance at the Ohio Wesleyan

Orecchio were all selected for the honors after turning in

University Invitational. Richardson finished fourth in a field of

outstanding seasons on the field and in the classroom.

100 runners, just under 10 seconds off of the first place pace.

Keep up with Cougar Athletics:
mvnucougars.com
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Team in District 1 of the College Division for her efforts on the
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On the frigid morning of Jan. 5, 1968,
Mount Vernon Nazarene College broke
ground for its ﬁrst three buildings: Campus
Center, Pioneer Hall, and Founders Hall.
Despite the weather, more than 50 people
came out to shovel the frozen ground and
the formation of MVNC's campus began.

C HAPLAIN’S CORNER
R e v. J o e N o o n e n

Want to connect with Joe?
@joenoonen

University Chaplain

and doubt. I wish you could be present
to witness the good work of God in
the lives of our students. Since most
of you cannot, I want to share some
words sent to me by students who
were surprised by God’s grace while
attending chapel:
“I wanted to email you to let you know
how touched I was today … My whole life I have
wondered where God was and why he never answered me
when I called out to him — suddenly, I felt like he completely
just embraced me. I heard him tell me he loved me. I’m not
sure what to do with all of this. I wanted to let someone know
that, even though I’m not sure where to go from here, God did
something to my heart that I have never experienced before
and I wanted to thank you.”
And another:
“I don’t claim to be a godly person, which makes
going to a Christian college slightly difficult. I have already
grown in my faith and started to accept the word of God
as the truth. In just four weeks of going to chapel I have
been brought to tears countless times by the testimonies and
sermons shared with the student body. I now understand that
God didn’t place me on this earth to be a bystander, he wanted
me here and placed me in the situations I have been in for a
reason. Laziness is not an option anymore, spiritually and
intellectually.”
He is risen. He is alive. Doubts and fears? Go
ahead and go fishing. Listen carefully and you will hear
an invitation to come and eat breakfast. It is him waiting
lovingly and patiently on the shore.
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We tend to think of faith and doubt as opposites.
If we examine these concepts in more detail, it becomes
clear that this is not the case. We do not live in a world of
certainty but instead in a world where there are mysteries
that challenge our sense of certainty. It is for this reason
that we often speak of a “leap of faith.”
If we fully understood the nature of the world
around us, it would not be necessary to take even a hop,
skip, or jump of faith. By definition, faith requires an
element of uncertainty and ultimately defies rational
explanation. This lack of certainty opens the door for
doubt just as it offers the opportunity for faith. Although
there may be doubt, faith is not in conflict with reason.
With God as the object of our faith, we are offered the
way to respond to the mysteries of life.
As such, faith is mingled with grace, and in the
words Paul Tillich penned in Dynamics of Faith, “…an
act of faith is an act of a finite being who is grasped by and
turned to the infinite.” There is an element of faith that
is certain: an experience of the grace of God. This can be
understood as the “grip of grace.”
As we work our way through the narrative of the
cross and the empty tomb this year, please do not miss the
human element of doubt and uncertainty. Peter and others
returned to what they knew and went fishing. Grace
appeared on the shore and invited them to come and eat
some breakfast. What a meal that was — for behold, all
things were new.
At MVNU, we are privileged to journey with young
men and women in critical times of their lives. Chapel
is a place and time set apart to provide us all with a
reminder that we are not alone in these moments of faith
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