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acceptance, moving in, and starting classes. My professors
and academic advisor prayed for my needs, spiritually and
academically. When I had trouble understanding a subject or
class, there were resources I didn’t utilize because I thought I
would eventually figure it out, otherwise, I believed I wasn’t
smart or capable of advancing.

"A community

When someone asks you to go to your “happy place”

Basically, I am only able to write these words on

is the mental

they’re typically directing you to visit a memory or an

my heart because of community. From the wise words of

and spiritual

imaginary utopia that will transport you to a tranquil state

Rev. Rick Warren, “Community is God’s answer to defeat.

of mind. For the longest time my “happy place” was to be

You can try, but you can’t live life well on your own. We all

alone, finding companionship in nature or a novel. That way I

need other people – to walk with us, to work with us, and

could think, process, or simply listen. As a rather independent

the place is

to watch out for us.” It’s only through an invaluable support

individual I have gone through life thinking I could get by

system of my family, friends, and coworkers throughout the

shared, and

on my own, and when I came to college at Mount Vernon

years that I have risen above the doubt, fears, and anxieties

condition of
knowing that

that the people Nazarene University that should have changed. My freshman

to push onward and to keep my eyes on the Lord. He values

who share the

year I was welcomed with open arms, open minds, and

us, he believes in us. We are his and only his. We are secure,

place deﬁne

open hearts. Over the next four years I began to open up

significant, and accepted. Once we realize the value of

and limit the

to a community like no other with boundless opportunities

ourselves, only then can we share that with one another in

to transform my young, shy self into a mature and godly

community and love one another.

possibilities of
each other's

woman seeking the heart of God before anything else. When

Today my “happy place” is still in nature or in a great

graduation day came I moved my tassel from one side of my

book, but it is also in community with others I hold dear to

lives. It is the

cap to the other, but not much else had changed. I gained

my heart. It’s at work in good conversation with peers, it’s at

knowledge

practical experience in my field and learned more than I

my discipleship group with others who have a fierce heart

that people

had ever expected on the academic side of things, but my

after the Lord, and it’s on a weekend visit with my family. It’s

have of each

spiritual well was dry. As a student I was presented with

very terrifying to be in community, to be vulnerable, and to

other, their

endless opportunities to advance or at least aid my spiritual

be real, and human. It’s also glorious. And necessary to get

and mental journey while I was here, but no, I knew what was

anywhere in this life or the next.

concern for
each other,

best, and “I’d get to it, eventually” is what I kept telling myself.
Fast forward five years and God has found a way

As you flip through these pages I encourage you to
soak it all in. Take in the inspirational words of members of

their trust in

to transform not only my career, but my heart, spirit, mind,

our MVNU community. Even though we come from different

each other,

and soul. Suddenly I am back on campus but in a role I am

places and travel to all corners of the world, we are still made

the freedom

confident in. I have the opportunity and privilege to work

up of one body and one Christ. I encourage you to embrace

with which

with those who taught me my very craft every day. Today I

your own community, whatever that may look like. Just do it

they come

am able to see what I was blind to as a student: the impact

in love.

and go among

that this community has on lives. Someone is always with

Remember –

you from day one, from inquiry as a high school student to

You are not alone.

themselves."
Wendell Berry
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STUDENTS SHINE FORTH
DURING SPRING BREAK
MVNU students traveled near and far during their
two-week spring break. A group of 30 students visited
Jerusalem, and many of the biblical sites in Israel and Jordan,
including Petra, with Dr. Jeanne Serrão. A group of 36

Books

The Call
To Community

Through
The Lens

students visited Italy with Professor John Donnelly of the art
and design department. Other groups of students ventured to
Belize, Guyana, West Virginia, Indiana, Florida, and Texas.

MVNU’S “I WILL” CAMPAIGN
EXCEEDS GOAL

News &
Notes

MVNU has joined a Collaborative of Higher Education
institutions in Ohio working to prepare future intervention

Mount Vernon Nazarene University’s two-year

specialists in the area of visual impairment. The Collaborative,

initiative “I Will: The Campaign for MVNU” began

sponsored by the Ohio Deans Compact on Exceptional Children,

June 1, 2014, and ended May 31,

is led by Shawnee State University and includes Youngstown State

2016, and had a goal to raise $11
million. Through very generous
alumni and friends the goal has

Editor's
Note

COLLABORATIVE OF HIGHER
EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS IN OHIO

been surpassed with contributions
totaling over $16.8 million.

$

I will

=

16.8 M

University, The Ohio State University, the University of Toledo,
Wright State University, Kent State University, and the University
of Rio Grande, along with MVNU. This initiative is intended to
address shortages and limited availability of services, especially in
rural areas of the state.

GENERAL &
ADMINISTRATION
Aaron Quinn has been selected as the
Dean of Students.
Jim Singletary, Director of Intercultural
Life, received a Diversity Grant for
$5,000 from The Ohio Foundation of
Independent Colleges to complete the
“MVNU Shine Forth Mural Project” with
junior Michaela Hughes.

PALCON REIGNITES THE
CALL FOR PASTORS,
LEADERS AT MVNU

President Henry Spaulding has been
elected to serve on the Executive
Committee of the Council of Presidents
for the Crossroads League along with
the President of Goshen College and the
President of Grace College. Dr. Spaulding
is the Vice Chair of the Council at this
time.

Mount Vernon Nazarene University
was one of three sites chosen to host Pastors and
Leaders Conference (PALCON) 2016. The threeday conference welcomed 421 participants and
took place May 31 through June 2 and included
educational workshops and seminars.

CONGRATULATIONS
CLASS OF 2016
MVNU said goodbye to 432 members
of the Class of 2016 on April 30. The Traditional
Commencement ceremony was held in the
morning, with Mr. Robert Moore, J.D., speaking;

Emily Weaver Rogers, Coordinator of
Communications and Public Relations,
and Krista Armstrong, Marketing Staff
Writer, participated in the Columbus
Region Higher Education Marketing
Roundtable in March and May in
downtown Columbus, Ohio.
James Smith, Vice President of
Enrollment Management, has been
appointed by the Ohio Department of
Education and Ohio Department of
Higher Education to serve as an inaugural
member of the newly established Ohio
College Credit Plus Advisory Committee.

and the Graduate and Professional Studies
ceremony was held in the afternoon as graduate
students accepted their degrees after hearing
inspiring words from Mrs. Vickie Sant of FirstKnox National Bank.

Austin Swallow retired as food service
director. Executive Chef Rob Stiltner will
assume the role of food service director,
and J.D. Oyster will be promoted to
Executive Chef.

Melissa Sellers has been hired as
Assistant Director of Dual Enrollment
and College Credit Plus.
Jim Schlairet and Stan Park recently
gained their Fire Protection License
through the State Fire Marshal’s Office.

@MVNUNews

MVNU1968

ThisIsMVNU

#ShineForth

NATURAL &
SOCIAL SCIENCES
Professor Carla Swallow, Assistant
Professor of Psychology, recently passed
the written and oral comprehensive
examinations for her doctoral program
in Counselor Education and Supervision
at the University of Akron and is now
officially a doctoral candidate.
Josh Britton (’10) has been named
watershed specialist for Harrison and
Carroll Soil and Water Conservation
Districts. He earned a Bachelor of
Science in biology from Mount Vernon
Nazarene University and a Master of
Environmental Science from Taylor
University.
McKenna McClure (’15) has been
accepted to the Pharm.D. program at The
Ohio State University.
Scott Nishimura (’15) has been accepted
to medical school at OU-HCOM
(Dublin campus).
Dr. Jon Bossley has been hired as
Assistant Professor of Biology.
Dr. David Che has been hired as
Professor of Engineering.
Dr. Gary Koester has been hired as
Professor of Engineering.
Professor Deborah Smith has been hired
as Assistant Professor of Math.
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Dr. Carrie Beal has been promoted to
Professor of Biology.
Dr. LeeAnn Couts has been promoted to
Professor of Psychology.

NURSING &
HEALTH SCIENCES
Professor Billie Maglott has been hired
as Assistant Professor of Nursing.

NOW Fall 2016

Dr. Brenita Nicholas, Professor of
Social Work, has been promoted to
Assistant Vice President for Institutional
Effectiveness.

They passed a rigorous test that will now
enable the Facilities Services department
to provide better in-house service to our
campus fire prevention and protection
systems.

NEWS & NOTES
Professor Teresa Phillips has been hired
as Associate Professor of Nursing.

ARTS & HUMANITIES
Professor Ryan Long and senior theatre
major Serra Barrett traveled to the 67th
annual Southeastern Theatre Conference
in North Carolina. Ryan and Serra
watched more than 300 high school
seniors audition for undergraduate theatre
programs and spoke with many of the
students about MVNU’s theatre program.
Ryan also co-presented a workshop on
Sustainability in the Small Program,
in which she discussed some of the
interdepartmental work MVNU Theatre
has been doing on campus.
Dr. Daniel Behr, Professor of
Communications, spoke at “Emerge
2016,” the Nazarene Youth Congress
in Baguio, Philippines. He presented
“Why Can’t We All Just Get Along?
A New Form for Handling Conflict
in the Church.” He also presented his
paper, “Communicating Christ to the
Postmodern World,” at a conference in
Manila, Philippines.
Dr. Dean Abbott
and Professor Joe
Rinehart accompanied
six MVNU students
to the National
Religious Broadcasters
(NRB) Convention
and Exposition in Nashville, Tenn.
Annabelle Harray, Alexandria Sneed,
and Jessica Wells received awards for
the intercollegiate student production
competition. The PR team finished
second and the audio team finished fifth.
Dr. Terilyn Johnston Huntington
successfully defended her doctoral
dissertation at the University of Kansas
entitled “Exposing the Clandestine:
Silence and Voice in America’s Drone

War,” earning her the Doctor of
Philosophy in Political Science.

Dr.Terilyn Johnston Huntington has
been hired as Assistant Professor of
Political Science.

Dr. Dean Abbott and Professor Joe
Rinehart took part in the 2016 Academic
Innovation Exchange, and Rinehart was
re-elected to a three-year term on NRB’s
intercollegiate standing committee.

Dr. Michael Sherfy has been hired as
Assistant Professor of History.
Professor Margaret Allotey-Pappoe has
been promoted to Associate Professor of
Graphic Design.

Dr. Bob Tocheff, Dr. John Packard,
and Instructor Jeremy Smith took
students Audra Thomas, Emily Sater,
and Nicholas DeWalt to the Ohio Music
Education Association (OMEA) annual
conference in Cincinnati. They staffed
an MVNU booth in the exhibit hall and
attended developmental workshops and
concerts.

Dr. Yvonne Schultz has been promoted
to Professor of English.

JETTER SCHOOL
OF BUSINESS
The Jetter School of Business’ Financial
Planning minor was approved as a
Certified Financial Planner (CFP) Board
of Standards. Students completing the
Financial Planning minor at MVNU will
have met the education requirements to
sit for the CFP Certification Examination
administered by the CFP Board.

Dr. Paul Mayle has been awarded a
Fulbright U.S. Scholar Program grant for
the 2016-17 academic year. Recipients
are selected on the basis of academic
and professional achievement. Dr. Mayle
will be spending the spring semester at
the University of Debrecen in Hungary,
teaching two classes and completing a
research project.

Dr. Kelly
Rush took
five financial
planning
students to the
2016 Kingdom
Advisors Conference in Orlando, Fla. The
students attended a private Q&A session
with Kingdom Advisors founder Ron
Blue, and Dr. Rush served on two panels
regarding partnerships between Christian
universities and Christian wealth
management firms.

The MVNU Music Department
participated in the annual Ohio Private
College Instrumental Conductor’s
Association (OPCICA) Honors Band
Festival. Five MVNU students performed
in the honors concert band: Audra
Thomas, Faith Aleshire, Mikayla
Kullman, Nicholas DeWalt, and
Morgan Kindred. Additionally, Dr. John
Packard completed a one-year tenure as
president of the OPCICA organization at
the festival.

Dr. Mark Shoaf led MVNU Enactus
to Belize during spring break. Over
the last several years, Enactus has been
working with a clean water initiative in
the southern district of Belize. While on
the trip, the team led a demonstration
about water purification and presented
individual filtered water bottles to several
classes.

Dr. Bob Tocheff accepted his certificate
for 40 years of service in the Ohio Music
Education Association at the Recognition
Banquet during the OMEA Conference
on Jan. 30.
Dr. Brett Wiley, Associate Professor of
English, published an interview with
award-winning author George Saunders
in issue 88 of Image: A Journal of Arts
and Religion.

Enactus students Jordan Nishizaki,
Olivia Bortner, Haley Miller, Hannah
Hinerman, Jenna Stephan, Matt
Bowman, Emmanuel Singletary,
Aryanna Brown, Megan Casselberry,
Angelica Presley, and Ryan Seymour

Professor Justin Sorensen has been hired
as Assistant Professor of Art.
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represented MVNU at the Enactus
United States Regional Competition on
March 21, 2016, in Chicago, Ill.
Daniel Rodriguez Martinez, Matt
Bowman, and Denis Gomez will be
graduate assistants for the business
program during the 2016-17 academic
year.
Ben Frazier (’16) was accepted to Case
Western Reserve University School of
Law as a Hugo Grotius International
Law Fellow. Ben was also offered a parttime research position as part of the “Cox
Center Research Fellowship,” through
which he will work on international law
projects.
Nicolle (Bosworth ’90) Bompart was
the featured speaker for the Spring 2016
Boesger Christian Business Leader Series
event. Nicolle is the co-founder and
executive director of Eyes Wide Open
International, a nonprofit organization
serving widows and orphans. At the
event, Nicolle shared about the “Lenses of
Leadership.”
Students Riley Swanson, Cameron
Mast, and Michaela Hershberger
received honors from the Financial
Executives Institute (FEI) at a banquet
in Columbus, Ohio. The three finance
students received the FEI Award, and
Cameron Mast also received the FEI
Outstanding Student Award.
Dr. Kelly Rush has been promoted to
Associate Professor of Finance.

EDUCATION &
PROFESSIONAL STUDIES

Dr. Pam Owen and Professor Krishana
White’s article, “Fostering Leadership

Dr. Bevin Shiverdecker prepared and
presented a five-session workshop at
Knox County Career Center in February
and March of 2016. It was entitled
“Perfecting and Personalizing Your
Approach to Classroom Discipline.”

GRADUATE &
PROFESSIONAL STUDIES
MVNU graduate and undergraduate
intervention specialist programs are recognized
by the Council for Exceptional Children
(CEC) through the next submission cycle
in 2022. National recognition is much
more rigorous and recognition by the CEC
reinforces the high quality of MVNU teacher
education preparation programs.

Dr. Sharon Metcalfe has been promoted
to Professor of Education.

Dr. Kevin Hughes has been appointed Dean
of the School of Graduate and Professional
Studies (GPS) at Mount Vernon Nazarene
University, as Dr. Ronald Bolender, former
Dean of the School of GPS, has retired from
MVNU effective Aug. 31, 2016. Bolender
is completing a 33-year career with MVNU
which includes implementing several
successful initiatives, the latest involving
implementing new processes and programs for
GPS.

THEOLOGY & PHILOSOPHY

ATHLETICS

MVNU is the first USA/Canada
Nazarene University that has been
revalidated by the USA/Canada Regional
Course
of Study
Advisory
Committee
(RCOSAC).
RCOSAC
recently
announced that all MVNU ordination
majors have been recommended for
revalidation for the next 10 years.
Dr. Jeanne Serrão, Dean of the School
of Theology and Philosophy, serves on the
USA/Canada Course of Study Advisory
Committee.

Daniel Doan has been
hired as the first head coach
of the new tennis program.
The team will begin as a
club program in the fall and
will develop into a varsity
team for the 2017-18
academic year.

Professor Jessica Grubaugh has been
promoted to Assistant Professor of
Education.
Professor Danielle Giroux has been
hired as Assistant Professor of Social
Work.

Dr. Rick Williamson recently completed
the requirements for a five-year Peer
Review as a Board Certified Chaplain
with the Association of Professional
Chaplains. Williamson has served in a
number of chaplaincy roles — military,
healthcare, and educational — since
attaining Board Certified Chaplain
credentials in 1995.
Dr. Doug Van Nest has been hired as
Professor of Pastoral Ministry.

Josh Richardson (’16) of the MVNU track
and field team competed and took home first
place in the NAIA National Championships
for the second straight season. Richardson
is the first MVNU track and field athlete to
qualify for nationals since the re-launch of the
program in 2015.
Hannah Shaffer and Megan Beidelman
of MVNU Softball were presented with
Crossroads League All-League honors. Shaffer
was named to the All-League Team, and
Beidelman was named All-League Honorable
Mention.
Lucas Daugherty (’16) of the MVNU baseball
team was selected as an NAIA Honorable
Mention All-American. Daugherty was also
selected for the All-Crossroads League Team
and was named Crossroads League Pitcher of
the Year.
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Dr. Stephen Metcalfe, Shayna Noonen,
Amy Dubusky, and Professor Jessica
Grubaugh presented at the International
Community of Christian Teacher
Educators (ICCTE) Conference in
Chicago, Ill. The title of their presentation
was “Difficult Adult Learners: Lenses
and Strategies for Belligerent Learners in
Adult Education.”

in Early Childhood Teacher Candidates:
Case Studies from Three Ohio
Universities,” was accepted by The Ohio
Journal of Teacher Education.
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AUTHORS:

Dr. Eric Vail recently released his new
book, Atonement and Salvation: The
Extravagance of God’s Love. Published by
Beacon Hill Press of Kansas City, Mo., it
is available via the Nazarene Publishing
House.
MVNU: Why should a layperson

Through
The Lens

read it?
EV: I recently presented one of the
chapters from this book at the Pastors

The Call
To Community

and Leaders Conference (PALCON) at
MVNU under the “refresh” category.
Sometimes we lose interest or
excitement in familiar things; is there
anything left to discover? It feels like
every possible angle has been explored

Books

numerous times. My book is not written
to be information dumped on its
readers. It is written to be an exciting

News &
Notes

journey into the wonder of God’s saving

Editor's
Note

President Henry
Spaulding recently
released We Live:
Engaging the Moral
E
Convictions of the
Church of the Nazarene,
as a follow-up to We
Believe: Engaging Our
Doctrinal Heritage.
As the introduction states, We Live
recognizes the role character plays in
comprehending the faith. “Together these
resources are provided for the edification
of the members of the Church of the
Nazarene. They are offered in good
faith through the labors of the pastoral
teaching office of the Church.”

activity in the world. I invite you to be
refreshed.

Read the full interview at
Facebook.com/thisismvnu

J
Jarrett
Davis (’07)
co-authored Same
Same But Different:
A Baseline Study on
the Vulnerabilities
of Transgender Sex
Workers in Bangkok’s
Sex Industry along

with co-author John H. Quinley, and
advisor Glenn Miles. The study is
the second in a series of studies by
Miles and Davis in collaboration with
partnering organizations that explores
the little-known lives, experiences,
and vulnerabilities of male-to-female
transgender persons within the sex
industry in Southeast Asia.
Dr. Joseph Lechner recently authored
two laboratory manuals. Chemistry
Experiments is used in the Introduction
to Chemistry course, and Organic
Chemistry Experiments is used in
the Introduction to Organic and
Biochemistry course.

T
C
T
C
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President

Aristotle, the seminal Greek philosopher, indicated that
obtaining virtue depends upon the depth of our associations:
family, village, and state. This hierarchy of associations begins
with the household. We live as a family and learn to depend
upon one another. Sitting in many commencement exercises
over the years, observing the formative dimensions of family
are powerful. Another association is the village according to
Aristotle. While the family intends to meet our basic needs,
the village is able to further engender a full life. Essentially
the village is a group of families who together find a richer
life. Finally, the state is the most mature and sufficient form of
association because according to Aristotle, it is alone able to
meet our fullest needs. According to Aristotle, human beings are
fundamentally political, that is, we are association dependent.
This represents a powerful truth regarding our humanity. 1 Peter
reads, “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, God’s own people . . . Once you were not a people, but
now you are God’s people” (2: 9-10). Human beings are called
to community in order that we might be more than a group of
loosely connected people. We are called to be a people.
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God created us for fellowship. Whether it is Israel or
the Church, God intends for us to be a community. In fact, the
triune God serves as a model for understanding community.
God is an everlasting fellowship of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
The importance of understanding God as triune is crucial for
understanding our life together. If God is an everlasting “Beingin-communion,” then as creatures made in the image of God we
are “created for communion.” This is more than simply needing
each other, it is to say that we “are” as we exist in relation to
one another. Until we come to see ourselves in community, we
will never realize our full humanity. The Christian university
is a faith community formed by the habits of face-to-face
fellowship.

The call to community is located in formative stories. Just
as the Hebrews are about to enter Canaan, Moses reminds them
of the many ways in which God had established them. Further
Moses says, “Keep these words that I am commanding you
today in your heart. Recite them to your children and talk about
them when you are at home and when you are away, when you
lie down and when you rise. Bind them as a sign on your hand,
fix them as an emblem on your forehead, and write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates” (Deuteronomy 6:69). Moses knew that the rich history formed a people capable
of establishing a nation. Community requires powerful stories
that bind us together. This can be as simple as the stories we
tell at family reunions. Private memories that we laugh about,
but constitute a family. We are called to our humanity through
formative stories.

the possibility of community, but it is not necessary for that to
happen. Hospitality demands forgiveness and it leans toward
reconciliation. We come to see ourselves in the faces of those
who accompany us on the road to full-humanity. The answer
to Cain’s question should ring in our ears, “Yes, you are your
brother’s keeper.”
Truth-telling is required for Christian community.
Generally we are only willing to risk the work of confronting
others out of a mutual commitment to the truth. We must be
willing to hold one another accountable. The call to holiness
requires courage. Something as simple as manners as we raise
our children is difficult business. When we worship, order
is required as we learn to listen together, sing together, and
obey together. The call to Christian community constitutes a
challenge to the “me” generation. It is not the “selfie,” but the
commitment to measure my rights against the needs of the
other that makes community possible. All of this begins with
a willingness to be truthful and to accept the truth when it is
spoken. Charity, of course, must frame our truth-telling, but
community emerges at this very point.

Another powerful practice for community is hospitality.
The call for community is fundamentally about inclusion.
Healthy communities can accommodate aliens and strangers.
Difference never requires dissonance. Paul uses the image of
the body of Christ to describe the church. The description
is particularly compelling, “Now you are the body of Christ
and individually members of it” (1 Corinthians 12:27). The
image pulls body and parts together to demonstrate the
nature of community. The diversity of our time can destroy

Formative stories, hospitality, and truth-telling begin to
form the basis for Christian community. Dietrich Bonhoeffer
writes “The physical presence of other Christians is a source of
incomparable joy and strength to the believer” (Life Together,
19). The richness of life engendered by Christian community
empowers us to live with confidence in a deeply divided world.
Such a perspective allows us to live with openness to others
without sacrificing our most cherished values. Finally, the call to
Christian community becomes both a witness and an invitation
to the gospel itself.

BE AMBITIOUS.
DON’T PUT YOUR FUTURE ON HOLD.

WITH MVNU’S FLEXIBLE,
CONVENIENT, AND
AFFORDABLE GRADUATE
AND PROFESSIONAL
STUDIES PROGRAMS, YOUR
DEGREE COULD BE LESS
THAN 2 YEARS AWAY!

YOURMVNU.COM

FAMILY
WEEKEND
OCT. 15, 2016
JOIN US FOR A DAY OF FUN ON CAMPUS WITH YOUR MVNU STUDENT! PARENTS,
SIBLINGS, GRANDPARENTS — THE WHOLE FAMILY IS INVITED!

Activities include:
HYj]flZj]Yc^Ykl
J]ka\]f[]Yj]Ygh]f`gmk]
Oge]f¿kkg[[]j
Oge]f¿kngdd]qZYdd
<ae]%Y%\g_\Yq
G9ClgZ]j^]kl

QUESTIONS?
Contact Rochel Furniss at 740.392.6868, ext. 4604
or rochel.furniss@mvnu.edu

Community is in our roots. From its first leaders marking property lines to students
journeying to the chapel to obtain their degree at commencement. Community has been
part of this place since day one, and continues to be at the heart of everything we do.
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Through the Lens

As MVNU approaches its 50th
anniversary in a few short years, reflection
on how the University community partners
with our mission demonstrates what can
be accomplished over the course of time.
From the very beginning in 1968 many
came together raising funds, supporting
students, and building community in an
effort to provide an exceptional education
experience at MVNU. Without these continued
efforts and God’s unique way of working through
his people, the educational offerings and campus
would not be what they are today. We are his hands and feet
coming together to enrich the lives of students, who then
become alumni, to live out the MVNU motto: To seek to
learn is to seek to serve. MVNU
LAURA M. SHORT
students and alumni continue
Managing Director of
to shape communities through
University Development
Christ-like service all around
the world. This would not be
possible without the generous acts of giving and service
from a community that desires to change the world with
the love of Christ.

TRISTAN C ARWILE ’19
Worship Ministry, Journalism
and Media Production

“I knew sending our son off to college was not
going to be easy. Though it’s a natural part of the transition into
adulthood, his absence from daily life was a difficult adjustment
for our family. It comforted us to know that we were sending him
to a college that would continue to instill the values that we hold
dear. We knew MVNU would also help Tristan further develop his
relationship with Christ and teach him to be God’s hands and feet
out in the world. It made the transition a little easier knowing that
he was in such great hands.”
- Terry and Holly Carwile, Paulding, Ohio

KRISTA ARMSTRONG ’15
Staff Writer, MVNU Marketing Department
Who I Am, and Why

Through the Lens

I honestly believe that I am that best possible version of
myself now. Not the best me that I’ll ever be, but the best me I
could possibly be at this point in my life. That’s the unique thing
about the community at MVNU: it gives you the opportunity
to spend the most formative years of your life surrounded by
people who care deeply about who you become. College is
always difficult to leave behind, but when leaving MVNU, you
have the privilege of going out into the world with confidence
that you are your best self. We MVNU alumni are empowered
to become beacons of hope in a dark world — because we went
to the college that taught us how to shine forth.
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I was many different people in college.
Let me explain. Over my time at Mount Vernon
Nazarene University, I changed a lot. I can honestly say
that the person I was each and every semester was a slightly
different one than I was the semester before. In other words, I
was at least eight different people in just four years.
You know how you have to test drive a car before you
can really know if it’s the right one for you? It was as if I was
test-driving a bunch of different versions of myself, trying to
figure out which one was actually me.
Flashback to my freshman year: I was young, naïve, and
engaged. That’s right. Engaged. At 18. For obvious reasons,
that didn’t quite pan out. We called off the engagement during
my first semester, and that was when I started to change.
My reaction to heartbreak was becoming a bitter,
unhappy, unkind person. But, instead of being met with
judgment, I was met by kindred spirits at every turn; people
who understood that there was someone worthwhile
underneath all that rebellion. From the sweet, kind
apartment-mates who loved me deeply despite my reckless
behavior, to the people who rebelled with me and were going
through their own hardships, but took it upon themselves
to keep me safe in my darker times, to the faculty and staff
members who had faith that I was worth keeping around and
took steps to keep me at MVNU — this community invested
in helping me develop as a person. They invested time,
encouragement, prayer, and love into helping me become the
best possible version of myself.

MAYOR RICHARD K . MAVIS
Mayor, Mount Vernon, Ohio

When it comes to discussing
community, who better to turn to than
Mount Vernon’s Mayor Richard K. Mavis,
who has been in office for 21 years. Mavis
shared the symbiotic nature of Mount Vernon
Nazarene University’s relationship with the
city over its history.
“There have been a wide variety of
reasons that I would say Mount Vernon
Nazarene University has had a very positive
impact on the City of Mount Vernon,” Mavis
said.
MVNU prides itself on the positive, mutually beneficial
relationship we maintain with the city of Mount Vernon. We
recognize that we work better as a team — what is good for
MVNU is good for the city, and vice versa.
“Not only do faculty and staff members come here and
become a part of this city, but students stay here. We have a
lot of teachers here, a lot of people in business here, and they
are here as a result of MVNU, a result of their education here,
and they decided that this is where they want to establish
their future,” Mavis said about how the MVNU community
builds up the greater Mount Vernon community.
“What I think MVNU has done for (the city) is that
they’ve saved downtown, in a sense,” Mavis said, adding
that the University has purchased, renovated, and revitalized
several properties and buildings in downtown Mount Vernon
like The Mount Vernon Grand Hotel.
“It’s wonderful that we have MVNU faces in our
downtown. Mount Vernon would have been very much
like other cities our size, we would have had decaying, older
department stores in the downtown area. MVNU came in
with some local support and were able to acquire those two
buildings and renovate them,” Mavis said referring to Hunter
Hall and the Buchwald Center.
As MVNU has pioneered the educational presence in

the downtown area, Central Ohio Technical College and now
Kenyon College are discovering the value of expanding their
reach.
“We have to be enthusiastic about the academics that
really have a big presence in downtown Mount Vernon. MVNU
is the leader,” Mavis said.
“I think the city has had some growth, the county’s had
some growth, and MVNU has really invested in their future in
Mount Vernon.”
According to Mavis, the University has had a positive
impact upon Mount Vernon, and that is certainly a two-way
street. The city has also done great things for the school.
“I think the city has a responsibility … for providing
a nice place for parents to come and visit. So on parents’
weekends, graduations, or even when coming to town for the
first time, I think you’ll generally find that people will think
Mount Vernon is a nice community,” said Mavis.
“When sending a student to MVNU, we tell the parents
that Mount Vernon, Ohio, has everything needed, not only to
provide a comfort of education, but also a comfort of living
for students,” Mavis said, including recreational activities in
Ariel-Foundation Park, the Kokosing Gap Trail, the local movie
theater, restaurants, and more.
The city has certainly done, and continues to do, an
outstanding job providing a positive atmosphere in which our
students can learn, grow, and thrive, and we at MVNU are evergrateful for that.

H A P PY B E A N
Brew Hope

While strolling along South Main Street in historic
downtown Mount Vernon, there is a quaint and locally
owned coffee shop that has a mission to brew hope. Happy
Bean sprouted in late 2015 with alumni owners Nate (’14)
and Cassie (Porter ’14) Johnson, and Eric and Tisha Van
Houten. Happy Bean currently employs MVNU students and
is also partnering with local ministries to see breakthrough in
the community.
“Happy Bean is more than just a great espresso or
cup of coffee; we want to actually brew hope in our region,
empowering all community members to see the potential of
their life and families. … When you buy a cup of coffee at our
store, you're helping local families in need. Together we can
see our community grow closer and find hope.”
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–Nate & Cassie Johnson

Through the Lens

@HappyBeanOhio

HappyBeanOhio

HappyBeanCoffeeShop

happybeancoffeeshop.com

Community is everywhere you look.
Did you know that some elements of The Mount
Vernon Grand Hotel are provided and even crafted from
community members who have a link to the establishment’s
past, present, and future?
After a storm rocked the Mount Vernon Nazarene
University campus a few years ago, several large trees were
severely damaged and had to be cut down. Local craftsman
Kevin Noble harvested lumber from the trees to construct the
front entry doors of the hotel. Lumber was also used from the
trees to construct the grand staircase.
Elizabeth Haley, art professor at Mount Vernon
Nazarene College from 1970-75, was commissioned to create
the stained-glass windows in the front entry doors of the
hotel. Haley said the designs and patterns “glow and radiate
out” and have an emotion and rhythm to them. It took three
months to finish the nine stained-glass panels. Haley has
completed work for other local projects, and her stained glass
can also be seen on campus in Hyson Campus Center and
The Lakeholm Building.
Rich Cochran donated a stone from the first Curtis
Hotel which stood in the same location at The Grand in the
1890s. The stone can be seen on the outside of The Mount
Vernon Grand Hotel’s entryway.

BUILDING 429
with
CITIZEN WAY FINDING FAVOUR
RAPTURE RUCKUS VERIDIA DAMAC
Two stages, outdoor activities, food trucks,
and giveaways! Event is held rain or shine.

For information and tickets:
mvnu.edu/sonfest
Artist lineup subject to change.

SATURDAY,
SEPT. 24, 2016

THE GROVE
AT MVNU

GATES OPEN AT NOON

MOUNT VERNON, OH

$

15 GROUPS OF 10+

$

20 GENERAL ADMISSION

$

25 AT THE GATE

M A K E Y O U R H O L I D AY
SEASON GRAND
S P E N D CHRIST M A S 2016 AT
T HE MO U N T V E R N O N G R A N D H OT EL

V ie w holiday specials and packages at

AR E YOU R EA D Y FO R G R AN D ?
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comUmuUniUty
A unified body of individuals.

It's where you made lifelong friendships,
grew closer to God, and figured out
who you wanted to be. It's the place you
return to — you come home to.
Mount Vernon Nazarene University
is a community.

From acceptance to commencement
and beyond, you are part of something
greater, a network and a family of
believers united by one common thread.
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A place, an idea, a feeling enters your mind
when you see our name or meet someone who
has a connection to this place.
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TRAVIS KELLER

Current and former
err stud
stude
students are very familiar with
the word “community.”
Many have proposed tha
that the word is overused
and vague in capturing the identity of our University.
However, the descriptor “community” loses all its ambiguity
for all of us who have called 800 Martinsburg Road our
home. Community. That is precisely who we are. We are a
community of people committed to one another, committed
to learning and serving, and committed to enacting the
kingdom of God in our world. Having lived on campus
for seven of 10 years as professional staff member and four
years as a student, I have had the unique privilege and ability
to experience and observe the fullness of our community.

Many of our faculty and staff are alumni who have reinvested
their entire vocational lives in giving back to MVNU. Some
alumni are now parents of MVNU students who are shaping
our community. Our alumni are all over our educational
region, nation, and world, serving others and representing a life
committed to the idea of community. A community-centered
way of life is embedded in us because of the unique relational
dynamic that exists on our campus. It is propagated by the
continual investment of alumni who give back to the university,
invest in others, and model a life of community.
In Alumni Relations, we hope to continue to promote
community by equipping, encouraging, and enabling our broad
alumni community to instill in MVNU students a sense of
identity and belonging, give our time and resources to advance
the MVNU student experience, and represent the MVNU
ideals of service and vocational excellence.

TAMARA BAUZÁ ’17
Intercultural Studies

Across The Atlas
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Born in Argentina,
ntina,
ina, Ta
T
Tamara
Bauzá spent four yearss off he
her childhood in
Paraguay before her family moved to Mozambique
bi
where she
was a missionary kid for 11 years. Her family then moved back to
Argentina for four years until she started college at MVNU in the
fall of 2013.
As an Intercultural Studies major, I had the
opportunity to study abroad in Manchester, England, during
spring semester of my junior year of college. Manchester is a
beautiful city; it looks just like the movies. The only downside
of it was the rain; it probably rained 90 percent of the time we
were there, but once you got used to it, it was fine! The people
and the place really made up for the weather. Something that
I really liked in Manchester was the independence. If you
needed to go to the store there was a village that was within
walking distance from the campus, or you could take the bus,
go downtown, and explore.
The campus in
Manchester was a lot smaller
than MVNU, but it was very
diverse which was exciting
for me since I grew up in
a very diverse culture in
Mozambique. Manchester
has more Middle Easterners
and Africans than you would
probably picture in England,
and I loved that! There was an area called The Curry Mile,
which was literally a mile of Indian, Turkish, Lebanese, and
other Middle Eastern foods. It was wonderful! The people on
campus were friendly, and we had a time for tea and coffee
everyday around 10 a.m. This was a time when classes had a
break, and everyone stopped working to just talk and share
a cup of tea. The women that worked at the kitchen were

from Italy and the U.S. and
they always cooked delicious
desserts to go with the tea,
which added to the cultural
experience there.
We lived in a dorm
building of both genders; the
building had two kitchens and
eight to 10 students shared
each kitchen. It was interesting,
at first, learning how to share
the living spaces, especially
the kitchen, but as time went
by and we got to know each
other better, everyone became
like family. It was a good
community — very small
compared to MVNU, but with
a same vision of living a life
centered in God. Being honest,
MVNU has really become
my home away from home. At first, I was homesick, especially
because I have mentors, professors, a church family, and strong
friendships already made at MVNU that were helping me grow
as a Christian, friend, woman, and leader. But I am thankful for
every opportunity God lets us experience, because it definitely
opens our eyes to how the world is and allows us to see how the
worldviews of other people are different from our own. I also
got to travel around Europe with one of my best friends from
MVNU while we were abroad and we definitely learned a lot
about cultures, people, history, how to communicate if people
didn’t speak English or Spanish, and we also got to try different
foods. We learned how to use the underground transportation,
figure out busses, trains, and hostels. God definitely was
with us through all of it. It was an amazing experience and it
definitely pushes you out of your comfort zone. I am grateful
for a Christian community that supports us and believes in our
futures. It has been a pleasure and a blessing to be able to attend
this university! I am not sure where God is going to take me
after I graduate, but I know he will continue to guide my every
step. And I am glad that it was in his plans for me to be a part
of this community!

ATUL MESHRAMK AR ’95
Orality Coach
T4 Global

After graduating from
m Mount
M
Vernon Nazarene College
in 1995 with a degree in Business Administration, Atul
Meshramkar returned to India in 1998 where he worked as
director of Nazarene Compassionate Ministries. In 2014, Atul
accepted a position as the Eurasia Region Child Development
Facilitator for NCM, and now works as an Orality Coach with
T4 Global.
Growing up on campus at Mount Vernon Nazarene
College, learning to be compassionate meant, “Talk less. Do
more.” It also meant that you seek opportunities to learn and
the key thing I learned was how to administer compassion
and grace. If you don’t administer compassion, there is no
action. If a person was naked, hungry, or in jail, you have to
get out of your comfort zone and do something about it.
MVNC enabled me as a part of the faith community to be
able to do that. It shaped me and molded me. Mostly because
I was the recipient of compassion and acts of grace which
God administered toward me through various people on
campus. I learned to love God, respect others, and I developed
a personal sense of responsibility. In a nutshell, MVNC
shaped me into a Christ-like servant with a global vision for
lifelong service to others.
When it was time to leave MVNC, it was almost like
leaving home. It’s like leaving to go practice what you have

learned and shine forth. It’s like venturing into an unknown
territory, getting ready to face an unknown future – so there is
this tinge of fear, because you are leaving your home. There is a
sense of excitement – because you are going to test your mettle
against the very best, and then there is this intense desire to
ensure that you don’t fail – but produce fruit that lasts! And fruit
that bears much fruit. So there is this rush of anticipation and
exhilaration, to go and serve – with the hope that, in the end,
when it’s all said and done – we do get to hear, “Well done my
faithful servant.”
Working in the global community abroad is an awesome
experience. However, it’s a unique ecosystem (the outside world)
with its own values and rules. Many of the values don’t conform
to our Judeo-Christian value system, so at that point one has to
take a call and stand firm on what you believe. MVNC helped
me to be grounded in my faith in Christ, so that when the time
came, it was not difficult to make the right choice. The key thing
I learned was to let the light of Christ shine forth from you, and
to continue making a difference.

Q &A
DR. DOU GL A S VA N N EST
Professor of Pastoral Ministry

“Why were you ﬁrst drawn to teaching at MVNU?”
“I always enjoyed teaching the ministry preparation classes
in our district, and seeing students I had in class now serving
effectively in ministry is personally fulﬁlling. I also believe in
the mission of our schools in the Church of the Nazarene.
I am a product of a Nazarene university and Nazarene
Theological Seminary, and would love to give back and share
in that mission.”
“What ministry experience has been the most formative/
transformative in your life?”

Dr. Douglas Van Nest has joined the MVNU School of
Theology and Philosophy faculty as Professor of
Pastoral Ministry.
Dr. Van Nest has 20 years of pastoral ministry experience and
has served as the Southwestern Ohio District Superintendent
for eight years. He holds a bachelor's degree in Religion from
Mid-America Nazarene College; an M.Div. from Nazarene
Theological Seminary; and a D.Min. from United Theological
Seminary. Dr. Van Nest is married to Lisa Baker Van Nest, and
they have two sons, Jordan and Jared.

“I don’t know that I would point to any one particular
experience or event, but rather the overall and ongoing
process of dealing with expectations. In any form of ministry,
we are faced with a number of different, and sometimes
conﬂicting, expectations from a variety of sources. The
people we serve have certain expectations of what we
should be and what we should do. We often feel pressure
from church culture to succeed in a particular way and
produce certain results. Sometimes we place expectations
on ourselves that are heavier than those placed on us by
others. Many times these expectations are unfair, unrealistic,
or driven by a wrong motivation. Learning to process all of
these expectations, work through them in a healthy manner,
and break free from the futile cycle of trying to fulﬁll every
expectation has been personally liberating and transforming
for me.”

“I intend to be very deliberate in building connections
between ministry students, district superintendents, and
mission-minded pastors. One of the greatest ways for
students to learn and begin to develop a vision for ministry
is to engage with those who are already serving in various
roles of ministry. I also want to build those connections in the
hope that they will create opportunities and open doors for
service when our students graduate from MVNU.”
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“What are your hopes in regards to fostering community
among the MVNU students and your peers?”
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For the full report, visit: mvnu.edu/annualreport

22.6

NAZARENES
(Degree-Seeking Students)

416

ETHNIC/RACIAL
MINORITY STUDENTS

131

RETENTION RATE
FOR FALL 2015

80%

CA MPUS MINIS T R IES

292

ENROLLED STUDENTS WHO
VOLUNTEERED TO SERVE WITH
COSMO (COMMUNITY SERVICE AND
MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY GROUPS)

94

COMMISSIONED STUDENTS AND STAFF
MEMBERS WHO SERVED IN CHARLESTON,
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AND DISORDERS
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(ONLINE)
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(ONLINE)
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MINISTRY
(ONLINE)

CAPITA L PRO J EC T S
CENTER FOR
STUDENT SUCCESS
Renovations complete

TENNIS COURTS
Construction is underway for new tennis
courts located adjacent to the women’s
softball field

THE MOUNT VERNON
GRAND HOTEL
Now Open
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7,718,828
1,925

DEVOTED ALUMNI AND
FRIENDS GIVING TO ENHANCE
THE MVNU STUDENT
EXPERIENCE
DONATED GIFTS OF $1K OR
MORE

FISCAL YEAR
2015-16 GIVING

12%

Endowments
54%

21%

Capital
Projects

Educational
Budgets
13%

STATES VISITED

$540,521

CONTRIBUTED THROUGH
GRANT FUNDING

Development
Giving

R ET I R ED
KAREN DOENGES
Math

DARYL GRUVER
Business

PAUL MAYLE
History

DAN MOSHER
Biology

Reserve your room at The Grand Hotel, visit: mountvernongrand.com

(All 4 were
made Emeriti)

DENNIS HOFFMAN
Campus Electrician
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DECEMBER 11

The GRAPEVINE
Dr. Berhane Ghaim (’94) was promoted to a
full-time professor at Southeastern University
in Lakeland, Fla., in the fall of 2015.

Ron Dalton (’73) has a new book,
“Discovering Christian Ministry” published by
Nazarene Publishing House. The book is an
introductory study of Christian Ministry, a ﬁeld
he has taught at Olivet Nazarene University
since 1993. rdalton@olivet.edu
Cindy Batres (’77) and Manuel Batres
(’80) have been missionaries in Guatemala
since 2004. They have been serving among
the Mayan Kek’chi people in the Chisec
area of Alta Verapez, receiving teams that
help them build churches and schools of
all denominations, including Nazarene.
They have also helped with water projects,
hosting pastoral trainings, and medical clinics.
clbartes@aol.com mission2guatemala.com
Robin M.
(Baters ’82)
Bennett
and Philip
M. Costanzo
were united
in marriage
on Saturday,
June 11, 2016, at Lake Anna Park Gazebo in
Barberton, Ohio. rightonkey@sbcglobal.net

Tara (Sheldon ’97) Scarazza recently
accepted a position at MVNU’s main campus
as a Graduate and Professional Studies
Recruiter. She taught for 18 years and earned
her Master of Arts in Education from MVNU
in 2002. Tara and her husband, Tom, reside
in Mount Vernon with their three-year-old
daughter, Maria. tara.scarazza@mvnu.edu
Kevin Timpe (’97) has been appointed the
W.H. Jellema Chair in Christian Philosophy at
Calvin College, where he will begin in the fall
of 2016. He and his wife, Allison (Littler ’96),
have three children, Jameson, Emmaline, and
Magdalen. They recently started a disability
advocacy nonproﬁt, 22 Advocacy.
Carrie (Crouch
’98) Haver and
her husband,
Matthew,
welcomed
their son, Fox
Markus, into the world on Dec. 2, 2015. Carrie
works as the social media coordinator for Knox
County Head Start and operates Black Cat
Creative from her home. Matthew serves as a
Mount Vernon police ofﬁcer.

Jeni (Reynolds ’00) Hardin and her husband,
David, moved to Bethlehem, Penn. David is
the new Pastor of Discipleship and Family
Life at First Baptist Church in Bethlehem, and
the family is loving their new home with their
three kids, Cora, Benjamin, and Rebekah.
jenileehardin@gmail.com
Trudy (Geer
’01) Swiger, and
husband, Adam,
and one-year-old
daughter Addison
Nicole welcomed
baby Elijah Colton
on Jan. 25, 2016.

70s-80s

90s

00s
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Kathy Greenich (’89), the Knox County Career
Center superintendent has been selected
by The National School Public Relations
Association (NSPRA) as a “Superintendent to
Watch.” Kathy was one of only 25 recipients
nationwide chosen for the award. She will be
featured in an upcoming NSPRA publication
and honored at the NSPRA National
Convention held in Chicago, Ill.

Dr. Nathan Meyers
(’99) was recently
appointed as the
associate provost for
International and Global
Initiatives at Youngstown
State University. His
work internationally
for the past 10 years
has prepared him well for the challenges
of expanding Youngstown’s international
enrollment and study abroad opportunities.

Dusty
(Johnson
’03) Hurley
announced
her candidacy
for Putnam
County
Commission
in January. Hurley has a B.A. in English with
a minor in religion from MVNU, and a Master
of Public Administration from West Virginia
University. Hurley resides in Scott Depot,
W.Va., with her husband and daughter.
dustymichelle80@hotmail.com

Kristen (Merki
’08) Potter and
her husband,
Jeffery Potter
(’11), were blessed
with Samuel David
Potter on Nov.
8, 2014. Jeffery
currently works at Kalitta Air, and Kristen stays
at home with Samuel.
Neil H. Taylor
(’08) and his wife,
Christine, want to
announce the birth
of their daughter,
Eliana Kathryn Taylor.
She was born in the
afternoon on March
12, 2016.

Ricky Warren (’04) was awarded the 2015
Connecticut Soccer Coaches Association
Coach of the Year award. The award is given
to a varsity coach in recognition of team
success, player development, sportsmanship,
and service. Ricky has been the head coach
of the boys’ varsity soccer team at Sufﬁeld
Academy in Sufﬁeld, Conn., since 2008. He
has been highly sought after from players,
colleges, and leagues since his time on the
MVNU soccer ﬁeld.

Jarred Renner (’06) and Cara (Baumer
’06) Renner welcomed their second child,
Kensington Marie, on May 13, 2015. Jarred,
Kara, Kensington, and Caden reside in
Coshocton, Ohio.
Sarah (Horak
’06) Pullin, and
husband, Jason,
and two-yearold son, Jacob
welcomed
daughter, Jenna
Marie, into the world March 20, 2016.

Brent Stechschulte (’05), a 10-year Tuttle &
Touchstone employee, graduated from MVNU
with a degree in business administration and
has been promoted to vice president of ﬁeld
operations for Tuttle Construction. He will
be responsible for Tuttle Construction’s ﬁeld
operations to ensure the right construction
equipment, tools, supplies and personnel are
utilized efﬁciently for each building project.
Adam (’06) and Kathleen
(Haﬂett ’05) Hodges
welcomed baby Eliza
LaDonna on Dec. 9,
2015. The family resides
in Columbus, Ohio.
princesskat1982@aol.com

00s

Andrea (Anderson ’06) VanSchepen and
her husband, Chris (’06), welcomed their ﬁrst
child, Zayne Anderson VanSchepen, into the
world on Oct. 11, 2015. Chris continues to
work for Tri Rivers Musculoskeletal where he is
a Physician Assistant for orthopedics. Andrea,
a Licensed Professional Counselor, has taken
some time off to be with her son.

Katie (Disharoon
’09) Shook and her
husband, Ronnie,
welcomed their ﬁrst
child, Ethan, in August
2015. The family
currently resides in
Bradenton, Fla.

Audra Wiggins (’10)
and Joseph Foltz
(’07) received the gift
of Jonathan Joseph
Foltz on Aug. 3, 2015.
Joe and Audra live in
Mayville, Mich., and
serve at Ellington Church of the Nazarene.
audrawiggins@gmail.com
Kendra Gibbs (’12) recently
graduated from Belmont
University with a M.M. in
Vocal Performance. Gibbs
was also accepted into
the Opera Studio of AIMS,
American Institute of Musical
Studios (in Graz, Austria) for
the summer 2016 season.
Gibbs has also accepted a paid position in the
Nashville Opera Chorus for 2016-17 season's
production of Bizet’s Carmen.

10s

RESPOND. REFLECT. RECONNECT.
If you are an MVNU alumnus, we want to hear from
you. Update your information online to stay up to
date on MVNU events and to reconnect with other
alumni.
Visit mvnu.edu/cgi-bin/alumniupdate.php

Rachel Rummell (’12) graduated on May 13,
2016, from Kent State University with a Master
in Library and Information Science with a
concentration on Knowledge Management. As
a technical writer for an insurance company,
this degree will help her continue developing
their new knowledge management system.
Her research study for the degree helped
create and develop a corporate volunteer
program for the organization that continues to
participate in monthly events.
rrummell@yahoo.com

Zachary Sherman
(’14) and
Kathleen (Scott
’15) Sherman
were united in
holy matrimony
on May 21, 2016.
zachary.sherman@
mvnu.edu
Amanda Blankenship (’15) is a songwriter
who recently produced an album with
Front Line Worship from Heritage Nazarene
Church in Circleville, Ohio. The album is
called “Prepare the Way” and all the songs
were written by members of the ministry’s
songwriting team. The team would love
to share their album and is willing to lead
worship with any congregation.
ablankenship@heritagenaz.org

Wesley Boston (’16) graduated from MVNU
with a Video and Radio Broadcasting major,
a Psychology minor, and honors. Recently,
Boston was accepted as one of 17 students
to attend the National Association of
Broadcasters Education Foundation’s Media
Sales Institute (MSI). The MSI sessions will
be taught by CEOs of major companies, and
Wesley will have the opportunity to participate
in a career fair at the end of the course.
Nicholas DeWalt
(’16) had the
privilege of working
with Arlene Shrut, a
faculty member at
The Juilliard School,
in June 2016.

@MVNUAlumni
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Darrin Adams (’14)
received a Coin for
Excellence from the
ODJFS Veterans
Program Bureau Chief
for continued support
and partnership with
program delivery objectives in removing
barriers to employment for Ohio’s military
veterans and assisting them with ﬁnding
suitable long-term careers.
adamsd@hotmail.com

Samuel (’14) and Allison (Stechschulte ’15)
Couchenour were married on June 11, 2016.
allison.stech@yahoo.com

Campaign Goal: $11,000,000
,

6,827,839

Overall Contributions: $1

THANK YOU for your investment in our students’ future
Because of you, our students are able to earn an enlightening education and
achieve their brightest dreams. You have helped us fulﬁll our commitment to
provide an affordable and meaningful education.
OVERALL GOAL

AMOUNT CONTRIBUTED

Engage Education
– STEM

New engineering program,
aesthetic improvements to
Regents & Faculty Halls

$740,000

$275,989

Seek to “Serve”

Return of Tennis Program
to MVNU

$800,000

$800,000

Support Success

Center for Student
Success now located in the
Thorne Library & Resource
Center

$350,000

$372,212

8 new
endowments;
$180,000

20 new endowments;
Over $1.5 million
invested

$8,930,000

$13,814,218

Fund the Future

Endowments for student
scholarships

Sustain
Commitment

The University Fund:
Annual building &
sustaining education
experience

Cynthia Mauller, Administrative Assistant/
Online Operations Assistant for the School of
Graduate and Professional Studies, passed
away May 29, 2016. Cyndi has worked at
MVNU since 2006 in GPS. Cyndi earned
all three of her degrees from MVNU. She
completed her entire education at MVNU with
a Bachelor of Business Administration in 2006;
Master of Science in Management in 2009;
and a Master of Business Administration in
2010.
Karen Kaye (Mayes ’92) Thompson, 45, of
Canal Winchester, died June 15, 2016. She is
survived by her husband, Rick Thompson, Jr.;
children, Beth, Samuel, and Rachel Thompson
among other family and friends.

In Memoriam

I will
the Campaign for

Please submit updates
and photos for
publication by email to
alumni@mvnu.edu
or online at
grapevine.mvnu.edu.

COUGAR
PRIDE
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BASEBALL
Cougar baseball ﬁnished the 2016 season with an overall
record of 35-18 and a Crossroads League record of 15-7.
Riley Swanson and Efrain Montero earned Crossroads
League Gold Gloves, and Lucas Daugherty was named
NAIA Honorable Mention All-American as well as
Crossroads League Pitcher of the Year.

SOFTBALL
The Lady Cougars ﬁnished with an overall record of 22-29
and a Crossroads League record of 15-19. Jennifer Kurelic
was named to the Crossroads League All-Tournament Team,
and Hannah Shaffer earned NFCA NAIA First Team Great
Lakes All-Region.

MEN'S

TRACK AND FIELD
The men’s team ﬁnished fourth in the Crossroads
League Conference. Brandon Brown, Stew
German, Treshaun Robinson, and Carl Jones
Jr. placed third in the Crossroads All-League
4x100 meter relay. Ellis Gallion, Simon
Taylor, and Josh Richardson were named
Daktronics-NAIA Scholar Athletes. Josh
Richardson also represented the men’s
team in the 2016 Crossroads All-League
10,000 meter run, taking home ﬁrst place.
Richardson was named to the 2016 CoSIDA
Academic All-American First Team in the College
Division by the College Sports Information Directors
of America.

TRACK AND FIELD
The MVNU women’s track and ﬁeld team made strong
progress during the 2016 season. Bethany Bogantz
and Sarah Gregg were named Daktronics-NAIA Scholar
Athletes.

Keep up with Cougar Athletics:
mvnucougars.com
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FROM THE
ARCHIVES
In September of 1969, enrollment at Mount Vernon
Nazarene College reached 346 students with 27
faculty members and 53 fall-term courses. Oakwood
Hall was completed and the Multi-Purpose Building
was used for the ﬁrst chapel services and a
gymnasium. Even in the early days, MVNU was
one in fellowship, in community, and in Christ.

C HAPLAIN’S CORNER
R e v. J o e N o o n e n

There is a tradition I have established

I’ve learned that living a life for Christ

/

University Chaplain

become who I am and so I could

with graduating seniors. I ask simple questions

is difficult. It requires us to make decisions

know what it means to really live.

about their time here. I ask them to reflect on

about who we are and who we want to be, and

I’ve grown in my faith and my relationship

moments in chapel as well as songs we have

often those decisions cost us something. It’s

with Christ.

sung that were meaningful to them. We use

usually our comfort with where we are.

these songs to shape their final chapel. In that

I’ve learned about grace — both how

I will miss the people here. They’ve
journeyed with me and become my support

final chapel, they tweet words of thanks as they

it’s been extended to me and my need to extend

system. They’ve helped shape me into who I

prepare to leave this place.

it to others. I’ve learned that love isn’t just for

am. They’ve been there with me in my darkest

giving, but I also have to allow others to love

moments and in my greatest celebrations. I

me.

know there are people here who will be in my

The questions they are asked are quite
simple. What did you learn? Who have you
become? What will you miss and not miss as you
graduate? These simple questions bring forth

Throughout the last four years I've
changed a lot. I’ve become more grounded in

quite profound and heartfelt responses. The

who I am

language of journeying with others is one

in Christ. I

prominent theme in these responses. Those
“others” are described as friends they have
found here as well as faculty and staff who were
present with them along the way.
The MVNU experience is described as
one of “community.” Students are not alone in

Who
Have
You
Become?

life forever, but I will miss the unexpected
conversations that happen in passing. It’s the
small things, really.
It’s the small things. These “small things”

came into

make this place special. Always have and always

college

will. When we are at our best, we pay attention

carrying a lot

to the small things in our lives together. We give

of baggage,

each other the greatest gift we can offer: being

baggage that

fully present offering our full and undivided

I had never

attention. It is the small things done well that

this whatever their “this” might be. How does

shared with

make the experience of community possible.

God use this community? Here is a recent

anyone and

graduate’s response to the questions:
These questions are a little difficult to
become much more, and I’ll miss much more
than I could ever describe.
I’d say that I’ve learned that it’s OK

enjoy life, but to really feel anything at all.
Throughout these last four years I've
done a lot of healing. It's required time and
patience, both from myself and from others.

to not be OK. There is freedom and healing in

It’s been painful and exhausting. I didn’t do all

being vulnerable and sharing life with people;

of that on my own. I was surrounded by people

sometimes people you never would have

who loved me and prayed for me and had

thought.

difficult conversations with me so that I could

Want to connect with Joe?
@joenoonen
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robbed me of my ability not just to laugh and
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answer because I’ve learned much more, I’ve

baggage that controlled everything I did. It

NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION

800 Martinsburg Road
Mount Vernon, Ohio 43050

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
CHAMPAIGN, IL
PERMIT NO. 453

Save the Date!

HOMECOMING 2016
November 11-12

HOMECOMING.MVNU.EDU

@MVNUAlumni

@MVNU1968

@MVNUAlumni

