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“Those who are wise will shine as bright as the
sky, and those who lead many to righteousness
will shine like the stars forever.”
Daniel 12:3, New Living Translation

Legacy is more than just an artifact or an echo of an

and career for her daughters to look up to. As a result, the

era. Legacy is the integrity and pride of those who founded

only college or university I ever heard about growing up was

Mount Vernon Nazarene College, of those who answered

MVNC — and I knew that was where I would attend.

God’s call to persist in the birth of a Christian liberal arts

As a member of the legacy family of MVNU, I

college in rural Ohio. Just like modern-day pioneers, Stephen

am not only surrounded by members of my own family

Nease, Lloyd Taylor, Dale Foster, and others relied on God’s

who are fellow alumni: my grandfather, mother, stepfather,

direction to establish and guide MVNC to where it is today.

sister, husband, and mother-in-law; I am also surrounded

Today, MVNU’s pioneers look a bit different. They are

by my people, my community that is MVNU. To be a part

still breaking new ground, adding new academic programs,

of the legacy is to be a part of the MVNU story. The heart

and instilling the love of Christ into every word and deed,

of MVNU. The MVNU narrative. The MVNU journey.

building and strengthening the legacy that continues to this

No matter what you call it, we’re all in it together, and just

day.

because we graduate doesn’t mean we stop being family.
As an incoming MVNU freshman, I heard the word

We are all part of the MVNU legacy, and we are forever

“legacy” a lot. During move-in day I sat with the other

connected by this place, by the story our wise and righteous

Legacy Freshmen at the Eternal Flame to get our photo

founders started for us, and by who we are in Christ — a

taken and didn’t really understand the meaning or the weight

divine legacy.

that came with it. My legacy family began with my maternal

In the following pages, we explore MVNU’s legacy

grandfather, a Nazarene pastor, who studied at MVNC for

from theological, familial, adoptive, giving, and missional

his ordination. Then, my mother received her undergraduate

points of view.

and graduate degrees in education, forging a path in faith
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MVNU RECEIVES GIFT
TOWARD ENGINEERING
BUILDING
MVNU has received a significant gift from local nonprofit
Ariel Foundation which will allow the former Farley and
Moore Antiques/J.C. Penney building to become the new
Engineering building. The 10,824-square foot property
located at 104 S. Main St. will house the Engineering
faculty office, dining for downtown students, and
engineering labs.

A Legacy
Family

Annual
Report

Events
Calendar

NEWS & NOTES

Alumni
Highlight

CONGRATS
TO THE
CLASS OF
2017
year’s 574 graduates
on Saturday, April 29,

MVNU has been awarded Best Value School designation for
2017. The rigorous selection process is conducted by researchers
and former college presidents and CEOs. This organization
digs deep into student satisfaction, cost, and what makes the
school special.

2017.
The 2017 Service
Above Self Awards were presented to Amanda Sparks and

MVNU opened The Hunter Hall

Learn is to Seek to Serve.”

Clinic for Communication Sciences

The W. Lloyd Taylor Lifetime Achievement Award was presented

and Disorders, a speech therapy clinic,

to Charles R. McCall, D.M., professor Emeritus of Religion,

this fall. The clinic provides students

for his 36 years of teaching. In the early days of Mount Vernon

in the new Communication Sciences

Nazarene College, McCall was appointed by President Stephen

and Disorders program an opportunity

Nease and Dean Lloyd Taylor as the first religion professor.

to apply what they are learning by

The Excellence in Teaching Award for the 2016-17 academic year

bringing underserved groups in the local

was presented to LeeAnn H. Couts, Ph.D., Dean of the School

community communication disorders

of Natural and Social Sciences.

services at no cost.
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female graduates who exemplify the school’s motto: “To Seek to

The Richness of
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Edward Solano. These awards are given annually to the male and

MVNU SPEECH THERAPY CLINIC
OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY
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MVNU honored this

MVNU SELECTED AS A
BEST VALUE SCHOOL FOR 2017

Anna Jolly was hired as Admissions
Counselor.
Robert Stanley, MBA transitioned from
Assistant Director of Recruitment to
Assistant Director of Admissions, Campus
Visits, and Events.

GENERAL &
ADMINISTRATION

Tim Radcliffe transitioned from Resident
Director to Director of Student Success.

The Board of Trustees met on March
16 and 17 with faculty representatives
Dr. David Wilkes and Dr. Melanie
Timmerman and staff representative
Tracy Waal, MBA. The board approved
promotions, emeriti status, and granted
multi-year contracts to a number of faculty.
Vickie Williams earned credentials in
Return of Title IV Funds through the
National Association of Student Financial
Aid Administrators (NASFAA) University.
This credential will allow Williams to better
help students with financial aid situations.

Russell Bray, MBA transitioned to Director
of Facilities.
Dr. Keith Newman, former Vice President
for University Relations at MVNU, was
elected as the next president of Southern
Nazarene University on Friday, March 24,
2017.

@MVNUNews

MVNU1968

Diana Tocheff transitioned from Art and
Graphic Design Department Secretary/
Buchwald Center Receptionist to Secretary
for Student Financial Services.

Justin Brady was hired as Technology
Support Specialist.
Gayle Riedel transitioned from Patron
Services Coordinator to Library Assistant
Director.
Jessica Ney transitioned from Marketing
Project Manager to Administrative
Assistant to the Vice President for
Enrollment Management.

ARTS & HUMANITIES

David McPeak was hired as Web
Development Programmer.
Charlotte Skeese was hired as
Housekeeping Coordinator.
Justin Nowicki, MBA was hired as
Assistant Director of Recruitment.
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Madison Krebs was hired as Admissions
Counselor.
Diane Mannon transitioned to full-time
Safety Officer.
Joy Strickland, M.S. was hired as Assistant
Vice President for Student Success and
Retention.

ThisIsMVNU

#ShineForth

Dr. Yvonne Schultz adopted duties as parttime Associate Vice President for Academic
Administration. Dr. Schultz’s responsibilities
in Academic Affairs include working with
College Credit Plus and supervising the
Assistant Vice President for Student Success
and Retention.

NOW Fall 2017

Denny Taylor transitioned from Senior
Director of Facilities to Director of Special
Projects.

Susan McCabe transitioned from full-time
Safety Officer to on-call Safety Officer.

Ben Williams was hired as Resident
Director.

NEWS & NOTES

Margaret Allotey-Pappoe, M.F.A. was a
guest lecturer at Hope College, Holland,
Mich., in early February where she spoke
to a senior art class and provided a gallery
talk for the traveling South African exhibit
“Between the Shadow & Light.”
Margaret Allotey-Pappoe, M.F.A. was
invited by Belmont University’s Office
of Spiritual Development to speak at
university chapel this spring. She spoke on
the theme of “African/Christian/African
Art—Humanness.”
John Ballenger, M.F.A. transitioned from
Director of Student Success to Assistant
Professor of English. His duties also include
directing the Writing Lab.

MVNU Enactus represented the university
at a regional competition in Chicago, Ill.
A team of 12 students organized “Project
Cacaobunga!” Project Leaders Ryan
Seymour and Cameron Mast represented
the team at the competition. This project is
in partnership with San Vicente RC School
in rural southern Belize. Enactus emerged
as one of the Regional Champions and
represented MVNU at the National Enactus
Exposition in Kansas City, Kans. The
project team consisted of students: Rachel
Knudsen, Daniel Rodriguez, Hannah
Hinerman, Michael Forney, Claire Bryant,
Jordan Nishizaki, Angelica Presley,
Lindsay Sidle, Emmanuel Singletary, and
Aryanna Brown; featuring advisors, Dr.
Mark and Cindy Shoaf.

Collegians Chorale, under the direction of
Dr. Robert Tocheff, traveled to Croatia and
Italy May 2-18 where they partnered with
missionaries to Croatia, Dave and Betsy
Scott, at two refugee camps, and performed
a concert in Vukovar. In Catania, Sicily,
Collegians joined with Nazarene pastor
Giovanni and Mariella Cereda with an
evangelistic open air concert, and sang at
the Sigonella Naval Air Station. Collegians
also performed a concert in Rome, Italy, at
Basilica de Sant’ Andrea della Valle as well
as a brief song at the Papal audience in St.
Peter’s Square.

JETTER SCHOOL OF
PROFESSIONAL STUDIES

Gary McCutcheon, M.A.Ed. was hired as
the part-time GPS Director of Field and
Clinical Experiences. Gary was previously
a music teacher for Mount Vernon City
Schools and most recently has served as
a university supervisor for the Education
Department.

Jessica Grubaugh, M.A.Ed., Amy
Dubusky, M.A.Ed., and MVNU seniors
Zeb Frank and Hannah Mapes presented
The Educators of Tomorrow Conference:
Fostering Professionalism and Leadership
Skills in Pre-service Teachers at the OCTEO
Conference in Dublin, Ohio.

Marie Kennedy was hired as Education
Department Secretary.
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Upcoming Events >>> See page 26

NURSING & HEALTH
SCIENCES
Christa McNichols transitioned from
Student Financial Services Secretary to
Administrative Secretary to the Dean and
School of Nursing and Health Sciences.

NATURAL & SOCIAL
SCIENCES
Dr. LeeAnn Couts was appointed Dean of
the School of Natural and Social Sciences.
Dr. Carrie Beal was appointed Chair of the
Biology Department.
Dr. Christina Jones was appointed as
Assistant Professor of Criminal Justice.

Billie Maglott MSN, RN presented
research at The Ohio Nurses Foundation
(ONF) Nurses Choice Luncheon at The
Ohio State University. Maglott and Patti
Clayburn MS, RN, Ashland University;
and Dr. Faye J. Grund, Ashland University
Dwight Schar College of Nursing and
Health Sciences, were recipients of an ONF
2015 Research Grant for their study titled
– Peer Mentoring Program to Reduce Stress
in Accelerated Second Degree Baccalaureate
Nursing Students.

Michael Robbeloth, M.S., MBA was hired
as Assistant Professor of Computer Science.

THEOLOGY & PHILOSOPHY

Dr. Binyang Hou was hired as Assistant
Professor of Physics. Dr. Hou comes
from Sam Houston State University in
Huntsville, Texas. He received his Ph.D. in
Physics from the University of Illinois at
Chicago in 2011.

Dr. Michael VanZant was hired as
Professor of Biblical Literature.

GRADUATE &
PROFESSIONAL STUDIES
Katie Booth, M.Min., MBA transitioned
from Assistant Director of Admissions for
GPS to GPS Director of Operations.
Jonathan Dowdell transitioned from Site
Operations Assistant in Mansfield to GPS
Recruiter in Mansfield.
Rebecca Williamson was hired as part-time
Site Operations Assistant in Mansfield.

Jon Erny was hired as Sports Information
Director.
Aaron Quinn was appointed as Athletic Director.
Zachary Ganzberg was hired as Head Men’s
Soccer Coach.
Hannah Miller, MBA transitioned from
Secretary of Athletics to Administrative Assistant
to Athletics.
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Dr. Paul Madtes received the Father Joseph
Walters Award at the Central Association
of Advisors for the Health Professions
(CAAHP) meeting in Des Moines, Iowa.
This award recognizes outstanding health
professions’ advisors who have made
significant contributions to their home
institution and the broader community of
health professions’ advisors.

ATHLETICS
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MVNU AT
GENERAL
ASSEMBLY
2017

Every four years the Church of the
Nazarene gathers for a reunion of global
proportions! From worship services
to training and decision-making,
MVNU administrators and faculty/staff
representatives were there for it all from
June 21-30, 2017, in Indianapolis, Ind.
Two iconic awards were presented at
MVNU’s Alumni Luncheon on Sunday,
June 25, 2017, with 245 members of the
MVNU family present. Drs. E. LeBron
and Anne Fairbanks were awarded the
Citation of Merit, the highest award
given by the university. Dr. Chris (’84)
and Brenda (Radaker ’84) Weghorst
were awarded the Alumni Achievement
Award.

“In our time attending MVNU, Anne
and LeBron supported us as student
leaders, giving us opportunities to lead
and shape our campus experience.
They hosted us for meals, attended
our campus events, and invited us to
participate in university committees and
decision-making processes.

Find more faculty, staff, and alumni news at
Facebook.com/ThisIsMVNU

“Throughout the years, they have
stayed connected to us and continue to
model lives committed to loving others.
In the midst of our adoption process,
they supported us with messages of
encouragement, continual prayer,
and the sharing of wisdom. They have
modeled care for others, inviting us
to follow their lead in pursuing global
service.”
Travis (’02) and Sarah (Baker ’03)
Keller
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MVNU also welcomed alumni and
friends to a brand new 50th Anniversary
booth to commemorate the launch of
the Golden Anniversary Celebration
that will take place in the 2018-2019
academic year. Complete with a photo
booth, never-before-seen items from
the archives, and yearbooks from each
graduating class, visitors were able to
connect and reminisce about the storied
history of Mount Vernon Nazarene
University.

“LeBron and Anne Fairbanks have
made a tremendous impact on our
university community and have been
incredibly meaningful in our personal
lives.
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T he
RICHNESS OF
NAZARENE
THEOLOGY

I invited Jesus into my heart at a little Nazarene church in
Jacksonville, Fla., many years ago. A simple prayer started a life of
learning about Israel and Jesus. I learned that Jesus, the Son of God,
became human and died on a cross so that whosoever believed might
be redeemed. This mystery of grace still stretches my understanding to
the limit. One way to think of theology is faith seeking understanding.
When I responded to the gospel appeal at the end of VBS, the goal
was to go to Heaven and avoid Hell, but so much more happened

that morning. Many years of studying theology have not diminished
the utter joy of knowing Jesus. The richness of Nazarene theology has
captivated my mind for my entire adult life. Knowing that Jesus loves
me fills my heart.
Christian theology begins at the moment when the early
church grappled with the meaning of Jesus. Peter stood on the Day of
Pentecost to declare the good news that the rejected Jesus of Nazareth
had been raised by God (Acts 2:22-24).

holiness in the early days of the Church of the Nazarene. One theme
persisted, the proclamation of freedom from the necessity to sin and
a life characterized by resurrection power. Humanity is lost in sin but
through faith in Christ we are justified and offered a life free of the
daily struggle with sin. All of this is rooted in a doctrine of salvation
and the practices of the church, grounded in the saving grace of God.
The gift of Nazarene theology to the church is a theology that intends
to engender a redeemed humanity.
This rich heritage is twofold. It both affirms the traditions
and practices of classical Christianity and it expresses itself in the
ideas of restoring grace, the grace that enables us to choose Christ
and his forgiveness; co-operant grace or the grace that empowers us
to cooperate with God to be saved and mature in our daily walk; and
heart holiness, the most distinctive Nazarene teaching, which states
that through the continued work of the Holy Spirit our wounded lives
can be healed to the point where all things are, indeed, made new. This
is a message of radical optimism.
MVNU is blessed with a gracious and optimistic theological
legacy. It is expressed in the faithful lives of those who walk with us on
the “highway of holiness.” It reminds me of a man like Dr. William
Greathouse, a faithful minister, theologian, university president, and
general superintendent whose powerful intellect and grace-filled heart
brought the Christ of Scripture to life. When he stepped down from
the pulpit his intellectual generosity embraced everyone. His voice is
now silent, but it echoes across the Church of the Nazarene through
the men and women who were influenced by him. The richness of
Nazarene theology is not located in a book or in a set of doctrines,
but in a character made new in Christ. If MVNU’s theological legacy
means anything at all, it will be embodied in a depth of character that
can live in a fallen world with an optimism of grace. I see this every day
on our campus and praise God for it.
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Peter’s words represent an early expression of Christian
theology, as those early followers reflected on the meaning of Christ.
For nearly 2,000 years, enormous intellectual energy has been spent by
men and women of intelligence and faith, to enrich our understanding
of the Christ event. Nazarene theology was handed to me from parents,
pastors, Sunday school teachers, and trained theologians. The Church
of the Nazarene, through its godly wisdom, has faithfully witnessed to
this theology in the work of its colleges, universities and seminaries.
This legacy is a gift to each generation. A legacy we need to celebrate
and extend through the lives of those who will lead the next generation.
Nazarene theology is Christian, the transformational
significance of Jesus Christ. The Old Testament narratives testify to the
formative events of the faith: creation, exodus, election, judgment, and
restoration. These themes are played out fully in the Christian tradition.
Nazarene theology is historically Protestant, affirming the themes of
justification by faith, the priesthood of all believers, and the authority of
scripture. Nazarene theology is also evangelical driven by the conviction
that grace transforms in a moment by faith. Finally, Nazarene theology
is Wesleyan because it declares holiness as a possibility in this life
through faith. In this rich tapestry, we see the main contours of the
Christian faith: the reality of God, the divinity of Jesus and the Holy
Spirit, the authority of scripture, the universality of sin, the necessity of
redemption, and the possibility of new, eternal life in Christ. Nazarene
theology emphasizes the convictions that the struggle to sin can be
defeated in this life.
The Church of the Nazarene was born in the holiness revival of
the late 19th and early 20th-centuries as they spread across the country
in an attempt to “Christianize Christianity.” A desire to serve the poor
and preach the deliverance from the power of sin drove our early days.
The roots of the Holiness movement are found in the Wesleyan revival
of the 18th-century in England, which deeply influenced the call for
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Rooted in Faith
R ev. Dr. Geoffrey Kuns el m an
Cha i r, Mo unt Ve r n on N a z a re n e U n i v e r s i t y Boa rd of Tr u s t e e s

Three weeks after graduation we were happily married and
still are. There were the “lights came on” moments in MVNU
classrooms that have shaped my thinking, my life, my
theology, and my purposes. Friendships made at
MVNU decades ago continue to enrich my life
to this day. As one alumnus said, “At MVNU
I did not get a four-year experience, I got a
‘for-life’ experience.”
I was asked to write this piece
on the legacy from the perspective of an
MVNU trustee. I am humbled to be the first
MVNU alumnus (of many I hope) to serve
as the MVNU Board Chair. I feel a particular
responsibility to both protect that which we have been
given, and to “pay it forward” to our present and future students,
assuring them of the type of MVNU experience so many of us
have received.
While the Board of Trustees is engaged in many tasks, its
primary duty is to see that the university is fulfilling its mission.
This is ours: “MVNU exists to shape lives through educating the
whole person and cultivating Christ-likeness for lifelong learning
and service.” The legacy of MVNU will be fulfilled by students in
whom this mission statement is realized. With such, we will fulfill
MVNU’s vision, “To change the world with the love of Christ.”
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One definition of legacy is, “something that exists as a
result of what happened at an earlier time.”
In 1964, the General Assembly of the Church of the
Nazarene authorized the formation of a new Nazarene college
somewhere in Eastern Kentucky, Ohio, or West Virginia. They
then contributed $5,000 to get the ball rolling.
I smile and shake my head every time I think of that
— $5,000 to “go start a college.” Even more incredible is that a
group of people responded by saying, “Sure, let’s do it.” And even
more amazing is that it actually worked. If you are familiar with
MVNU, you’ve probably heard the “cornfield to a college,” the
“miracle on the Kokosing,” and accompanying stories.
As a much younger man, I had the privilege of sitting
on the Board of Trustees with many of those men and women
who were instrumental in the formative and foundational years
of MVNU. I was a sapling in tall timber. They and those they
represented had been there from the early days of MVNC and
had given the best of themselves to secure her viability and
success. A thriving MVNU is in many respects their legacy.
However, the greater portion of the legacy of those who
are now for the most part “in that great cloud of witnesses” lives
on in some 20,000 MVNU alumni. This includes me. In my life,
many good things “exist because of what happened at an earlier
time” (my MVNU days). I had to stand in line, but I finally got
a date with a pretty, smart, sincere Christian girl from Kentucky.
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A Legendary Legacy
Th e U n i v e r si t y D e v e l op me nt Team

When you support MVNU, you build the future
mvnu.edu/give

taken their place. They are the men and women who still believe
that giving is important. They realize that their legacy lives on
in the future of young men and women who will be educated to
make a difference and change the world. Many of these students
will never meet these heroes, but these heroes will shape the
future generations of MVNU.
We are all given that same opportunity. We can be a hero
for the next generation. Luke 12 closes out with Jesus reminding
the disciples that “to whom much is given, much is required.”
We are a people who have been given much and are given the
opportunity to build something great, to make a difference, to
leave a legacy. MVNU is filled with those who left a legacy.
You can join those who have given and become a hero for
countless young men and women.
It is really very easy to do. It is done through small gifts,
setting up an endowment, a planned gift, and countless other
ways. You can leave a legacy. Join the heroes who are making a
difference.
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In Luke 12, Jesus reminds his disciples that they needn’t
worry about life. That indeed the Father knows what we need.
Perhaps no truer words could be related to a group of people who
faithfully committed to start a Nazarene college in the community
of Mount Vernon. Their steadfast belief that God would provide
all that was needed can be seen even today.
They and others played a significant role in the history
of Mount Vernon Nazarene University. Individuals who made
great sacrifices to ensure the birth, stability, and health of the
institution. People who gave generously of their resources
confident that God would use their gifts to build something great.
They are in many ways the heroes for a place like this.
These heroes leave a legacy of influence, change, and
generosity that cannot be overlooked. The unique thing about
these individuals is not how much they give, but their willingness
to give. Their belief that they have a responsibility to take their
lives and resources and invest them in the future. They seemly
knew that their legacy would live beyond their years on this earth.
While many of those heroes have passed away others have

SONFEST AD

M AK E M VN U FA M I LY W E E K E ND A
G R AND VI S I T F OR T H E W H OL E FAM ILY

Spe n d Fa m i l y Weeken d 2017 a t t h e
Mo u n t Ver n o n G ra n d H o t el , O ct . 13- 15, 2017
m o u nt ver no ng ra nd . co m

Q A
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Describe the lasting legacy
created by the admissions
department.

“I bleed blue and green...through and through MVNU! I
was thrilled to recruit for admissions right out of college. Bruce
Oldham trained us to care for high schoolers speciﬁcally by
connecting with teens via phone calls, high school and college
visits, and church camps. Through my time in admissions, I am
thankful for the opportunities to connect teens and lead them
to an experience at MVNU. Many people grew in their faith,
education, and family. I speciﬁcally remember recruiting James
Smith. He contemplated going to a state school; however,
through reaching out by personal touches such as phone calls
and visits with him at his school and camps, he came to MVNU.
Ironically, he worked in admissions for MVNU and excelled as a
key leader for the university.

— Cassie (Long ’93) Direnzo
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“MVNU has had a lifelong impact on my life. I received
a wonderful education and found the love of my life. We are
impacting others in ministry and recruiting for MVNU as alumni
...what a legacy.”

“MVNU admissions counselors invest deeply in students,
both before they come and after they join the MVNU community.
As an admissions counselor, you have a unique opportunity to talk
to students about their strengths, abilities, and interests. You are
able to talk through how they might use those things in their career
and for the Kingdom of God. The real work of the admissions
counselor is to invest in those relationships and help prospective
students ﬁnd out the best path forward. The MVNU Admissions
Ofﬁce has placed a high emphasis on relationships as long as I can
recall.
“I remember one student that I met in their junior year of
high school. I was speaking at chapel for their Christian high school
and he was leading worship that day. His passion for the Lord
and natural leadership ability was evident from the moment I met
him. I pulled him aside after the service and told him that I saw
something special in him. I afﬁrmed the gifts I saw and told him that
I thought MVNU would be the perfect place to develop those gifts
and clarify his call. A year later he enrolled at MVNU and I had the
privilege of journeying through his college years with him. It was
such a blessing to watch him mature and grow, and now he is out
doing incredible things for the Kingdom of God. Every admissions
counselor has stories like this. This type of deep investment is what
drives us.”
— James Smith (’99)
Vice President for Enrollment Management and Marketing

Colo
or with MVNU
U
Show us your best artwork and share your coloring page
of the breathtaking stained glass windows in R.R. Hodges
Chapel on social media with #mvnucoloringbook
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Definition of legacy
: a gift by will especially of money or other personal property
: something transmitted by or received from an ancestor
or predecessor or from the past
I have never received a gift from a will, but I have been
given so much through the accountability, encouragement, and
friendships that I experienced during my four years at MVNU.
In fact, that is probably the reason that I encourage students to
make the commitment to a Christian college or university —
because never again in your life will you be surrounded by peers
and mentors that truly yearn to be developed in similar ways or
come alongside you. The end result in my collegiate journey
was never to be a future employee, but to become an influential
member of the body of Christ. And for this, I am incredibly
grateful.
There are so many people that influenced my education
and shaped my ministry. I’m reminded first of Wayne Yerxa, who
led me on a J-term trip to Belize to study cross-cultural missions.

His guidance in embracing different cultures and loving all people
will forever direct my path. It was in Belize that I felt a strong call
to missions, which ultimately led to living there post-graduation.
During my time there, I was a teacher, nurse, and youth leader.
Never in my wildest dreams did I believe God would use me to
lead children and young people into a relationship with Christ.
I was continuously reminded of the influence MVNU was
making in Belize. When individuals heard where I was from they
often inquired if I knew previous students who had spent time
there. I am confident that the efforts of students and professors
continue to make a difference in the lives of families there today.
Dr. Rick Ryding ushered me into a deeper understanding
of Christ and what walking with him looks like. His teaching
helped me to develop my relationship with Christ and understand
its ebbs and flows. He encouraged my desire to serve and then
empowered me to share the amazing grace Christ offers to us as
I ministered as Director of Teen Ministries at Bedford Church of
the Nazarene for over 10 years.
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Finally, without the teaching and influence of Rev. Joe Noonen,
I am not sure that I’d be so ardent about compassionate ministry
— like what we do at The City Mission. I’ve served those in crisis
for over 12 years in a full-time ministry capacity. The City Mission
exists to serve men, women, and children at their point of crisis by
pointing them to Jesus and then progressing them towards stability,
employment, and independent housing.
During my time at the Mission, it’s been my joy to come
alongside interns (many from MVNU) and allow them to experience
shepherding others into life transformation through a relationship with
Jesus Christ. I consider it my immense privilege to love teenagers,
minister to and with them, and see the life that God has planned for
them.
The ways that God directed me through MVNU made the
work I do today a reality. I am richly blessed because of the influence
of others from MVNU and it is my hope that my legacy to others will
also be part of HIS great story.
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My first memories of Mount Vernon Nazarene
College were attending regional teen Bible quiz meets
during 1968-1972. I never seriously considered going to
any other college. As a child, I had felt God’s call on my
life to be a missionary. At youth camp, this call was directed

For me, MVNU just seemed right. I always knew it was “cool
to be a Cougar.” Seriously though, the relational connections
through family and repeated visits over the years led to a feeling
of comfort and familiarity. This was especially important when
moving from around the world to go to school. The focus
on spiritual formation and learning as preparation for lives of
Christian service was also key.
Benjamin (’03)

toward medical missions. I enrolled at MVNC in the fall
of 1972 with a pre-medicine major. It was then a two-year

MVNU seemed like the right place for me because of three
things: The relational connections — students and professors I
had met both because my parents were alumni and because we
had spent time at MVNU as missionaries in residence; the strong
network of ﬁnancial support from state, college, and church
that was available to me (as a missionary kid); and the emphasis
on spiritual formation I knew was part of MVNU because it had
helped shape my parents, aunts, and uncles.
Rebekah (’05)

college. After MVNC became a four-year college and received
accreditation, I was part of the first graduating class. God
answered my prayers for acceptance to medical school, and
I chose The Ohio State University, where my fiancee, Kathy
Beam, was completing her medical dietetics degree.
A memorable strength of MVNU is its community. The
friendship we enjoyed with dedicated faculty who were godly
examples of servant leadership was a rich blessing. There was
ample opportunity to participate in many aspects of community
life and service and to help forge the future of the university.
It’s exciting to see how God has blessed and expanded the
university since those early days, and how fellow alumni are

building God’s kingdom globally. MVNU’s well-rounded
liberal arts education prepared me for graduate school,
lifelong learning and service, and missionary work.
After attending OSU medical school, completing

I went to MVNU in part because of the familiarity brought
by repeated exposure and pre-existing relationships and
connections, but also because I felt it trustworthy to form my
mind and character because of the character of the many
people I knew personally who had been invested
there, whether as students or faculty and staff, both
in the past and the present — individuals whose
lives and character were deﬁned by sacriﬁcial service
because they had a greater understanding of who God
is and what that means for how we ought to live.
Priscilla (’14)

I’ve also had the privilege of teaching at
MVNU during home assignment. It’s been a joy to
meet dedicated, gifted students interested in serving
God around the world. It’s also been a blessing to
have students come to PNG to get a taste of medical
missions.

surgery residency, practicing for one year in Xenia, Ohio, and
completing board exams, we headed to Papua New Guinea
(PNG) in 1985. We have been privileged to serve at the
Nazarene hospital there for the past 32 years. The education
I received at MVNU has allowed me to live my dream and
fulfill my calling.

All six of our children have attended MVNU, continuing
the legacy. (Our youngest, Lydia, will be a freshman this fall.)
Our children have treasured their time there as they have
sought to learn so they could serve — in short-term missions,
ministry, and higher education. Our oldest son, Ben, and his
wife, Katherine, (both MVNU alumni) now serve with us in
PNG. He too is a surgeon, and she is a family practice doctor.
We are thankful to God and the church for MVNU and
the values it teaches. Our legacy as a family is bound to this
wonderful place.
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I think that for me, MVNU was appealing because it held
traditions and stories that had shaped my imagination about
the college experience. Whether it was hearing my parents talk
about their professors praying with them in the midst of personal
crises, or watching older siblings go through rituals like the
ribbon cutting, or listening to tales of late night donut runs, what I
imagined college to be had been deeply shaped by the traditions
and stories of MVNU.
Tim (’10)

MVNU has always been a part of my life, from
growing up in the home of MVNU alumni to seeing
sibling after sibling be a part of that incredible
community. When it came time for me to move
from high school to college, MVNU was that obvious choice;
the familial ties and familiar and welcoming environment at
MVNU allowed me to transition to college life easily and naturally.
Even though I won't graduate from MVNU, the year and a half I
spent there were incredibly formative and MVNU will always feel
like home.
Josiah (’18) (later transferred to NNU)
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The GRAPEVINE
Stacey (’92 Edwards) Nolen has accepted
a position as Director of Community Health
with Third Street Family Health Services,
supervising the community health workers.
She accepted this position after nearly 23
years as a licensed social worker with Richland
Public Health.
John Keyser (’93) successfully defended his
dissertation on Feb. 21, 2017, and graduated
with a Ph.D. in Accounting from Case
Western Reserve University. Amy (Anderson
’95) Keyser is a geometry teacher at Ohio
Connections Academy. Together they have
three children, Alison, 11; David, 9; and
Ashley, 7.
Tami (Robinette ’93) Werry is
celebrating 21 years of teaching at
Trimble Elementary School in Glouster,
Ohio. Mark and Tami Werry reside in
Meigs County and enjoy spending time
with their family. Tl_twerry@seovec.org
Darren Johnson (’94) graduated in March
with a Ph.D. in Psychology from Capella
University. He is a licensed professional
counselor and is employed at Trevecca
Nazarene University, Ohio Christian University,
and Indiana Wesleyan University as an adjunct
professor and curriculum designer for Social
and Behavioral Sciences. Johnson and his
wife reside near Bellville, Ohio. DMJohnson@
trevecca.edu

70s

90s

James W.
McCament (’96)
was recently
tapped as the
Acting Director of
U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration
Services for the
U.S. Department of Homeland Security in
Washington, D.C. McCament also currently
serves as Deputy Director of U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration Services for the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security.
Heather (Clyburn ’99) Bush partnered
with Ann Coker to conduct a study on the
“Green Dot” bystander intervention program
which spanned ﬁve years and 26 Kentucky
high schools. The intervention program
was implemented in two phases: the ﬁrst
phase was speeches delivered by rape crisis
educators to all students and the second
phase was intensive bystander training for
smaller groups of high school students
perceived as leaders. Results showed a
reduction in violence acceptance, increase
in bystander actions, and a reduction in
sexual violence by the end of its ﬁve-year
implementation.
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Betty (Carrera ‘79) Hollin recently published
her second book, Women of Faith, Faith of
Women: A Collection of Poetry about Women
in the Bible. FGHMedia@yahoo.com.

Boyd Rorabaugh, Ph.D. (’95) is Associate
Professor of Pharmacology and Cell Biology
at Ohio Northern University and has recently
received a grant with fellow professor Phillip
Zolads, Ph.D., from the National Institutes of
Health (NIH) to study the impact of chronic
psychological stress on the heart. Their work

has implications for patients who have heart
attacks while struggling with post-traumatic
stress disorder (PTSD). The interdisciplinary
research project is expected to take three
years to complete.

Dr. Angela (Williams ’00) Castleman recently
completed her Ed.D. in Teaching and Learning
from Liberty University. She is an Assistant
Principal at Stephens Elementary in Northern
Kentucky and serves as an adjunct professor.
Angela resides in Florence, Ky., with her
husband, Dr. Carson Castleman, and two
children, Claire and Carter.
angela.castleman1483@gmail.com
Steve (’03) and Amber
(Davies) Blake were married
Dec. 3, 2016, at Broadway
Nazarene in Parkersburg,
W.Va. Steve is a desktop
technician in Milford, Ohio
and Amber is a children’s
pastor in Bethel, Ohio. They
reside in Batavia, Ohio.
Matt Shetler (’03) and Erin
(Weaver) Shetler were joined
in marriage on Sept. 5, 2016,
in Columbus, Ohio. Matt
works as a small groups pastor
at Vineyard Columbus in
Westerville, Ohio, and Erin is a
physical therapist at Nationwide
Children’s Hospital in Columbus,
Ohio. mattshetler@gmail.com

00s

Konrod Morris (’03)
has been named as
Vice President and
Commercial Banker
for People’s Bank
located in Marietta
for both Licking and
Knox counties. Morris
has nearly 15 years of
banking experience and was last a commercial
relationship manager with U.S. Bank.
Joshua (‘07) and Danielle
(Brown ‘09) Hartzler
welcomed their third child
and ﬁrst girl, Abigail Callista,
to their family on Jan. 14,
2017.
Craig Drurey (’07)
authored a book titled
“Relational Discipleship:
Moving Back Home with
God” published by Wipf
and Stock. The book
approaches discipleship
from a fresh perspective
and intentionally draws
on biblical principles and examples of
discipleship. cdrurey@sbcglobal.net

Brian and Laura
(Clowson ’08) Packert
relocated to the
Cincinnati area in
the summer of 2016
due to a corporate promotion within Brian’s
job. Laura accepted a school counseling
position in Oxford, Ohio. They also welcomed
a son, Carter Richard, on Sept. 28, 2016.
laurapackert@gmail.com

Emily Stickel (’11) has
received the $5,000 Health
Informatics Leadership
Fund Scholarship from Kent
State University’s School
of Library and Information
Science. The scholarship is
awarded to students who have demonstrated
outstanding health informatics leadership
potential. Stickel is currently working as
the Data Analyst for Mount Carmel Home
Care and pursuing a Master of Science with
a health informatics concentration at Kent
State. With this scholarship, she hopes to
continue to show how health care informatics
can help to hone an organization’s processes
to match their goals.

10s

Jonathan Alvarez
and Kayleigh
(Schoﬁeld ’12)
Alvarez were married
on May 20, 2017, in
Columbus, Ohio.
James Nichols (’12)
is in his third year of
teaching Spanish at
Braintree High School
in Braintree, Mass. This year he was chosen by
the students in the National Honor Society to
receive their highest award. Nichols graduated
with a degree and Multi-Age license (K-12)
in Spanish education. He taught for two
years at East Knox High School in Howard,
Ohio, before moving to Massachusetts and
continuing to teach in Braintree.

Sara Hitchman (’13) graduated from The Ohio
State University College of Optometry this
spring. She has accepted a residency at the
Cincinnati Eye Institute.
Caleb Williams (’14) was named the new
head men’s basketball coach at the University
of Northwestern Ohio.
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Miranda (Ford ’14) Brenneman and Gregory
Brenneman welcomed their ﬁrst child,
Lincoln Sterling Brenneman, on Jan. 12, 2017.
Miranda is currently working at East Knox
Elementary school as a fourth grade Social
Studies Teacher and Gregory works at Ariel
Corporation. The couple resides in Mount
Vernon, Ohio.

@MVNUAlumni
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Rebekah
Limburg (’11)
has been living
in China and
teaching at an
international
school for the
last four and a
half years. This
past April, she
graduated from Indiana Wesleyan University
with a Master in Education in Teacher
Leadership. For this upcoming school year,
she will continue to teach at her current
school with this new degree.

Evan Walker (’12)
and Emily (Pontious)
Walker were married
on Aug. 5, 2016, in
Croton, Ohio.

RESPOND. REFLECT. RECONNECT.
If you are an MVNU alumni, we want to hear
from you. Update your information online or
text “MVNU” to 91999 to stay up- to-date
on MVNU events and to reconnect with
other alumni.
Visit mvnu.edu/alumni

Darrin M. Adams (MBA
’14) has been accepted
for graduate-level studies
in Theology and Ministry
at Princeton University.
adamsd@hotmail.com

Please submit updates and
photos for publication by email to
alumni@mvnu.edu
or online at
mvnu.edu/alumni/publications

Kara (Wetzel ’14) Wamack and Stephen
Wamack welcomed a daughter Ansley Kate
Wamack on May 25, 2017.
Tanner
Cooper-Risser
(’15) started
working for
the Ohio State
University
Extension
Ofﬁce of Knox
County in
October 2016
as a SNAP-ED Program Assistant. He teaches
classes on nutrition, physical activity, and
healthy choices to lower income families and
individuals.

10s

@MVNUAlumni

YOUR GIFT CAN MAKE
A DIFFERENCE
Emergencies are unpredictable — current
students shouldn't have to suffer. Invest in the
1968 Fund and help ensure that those in need
can ﬁnish their degree.
HELP A STUDENT SUCCEED TODAY.

GIVING.MVNU.EDU

Christopher Michael Lewis, 44, of
Columbus, Ohio, passed away March 5,
2017 at his residence. He graduated Summa
Cum Laude from Mount Vernon Nazarene
University with a Master's Degree in 2010.
Chris taught for four years at Mt. Carmel
Schools in Kentucky and taught for 16 years
at Grove City Christian School. Surviving him
is his wife, Melody Lewis.

In Memoriam

Donnie Williams (’96) passed away on March
28, 2017. He passed suddenly at home from
an advanced stage of pancreatic cancer that
had spread to his liver. Donnie delighted in
bringing joy, smiles, and comfort to his friends
and family and he will be missed.

Samuel Norris (’71) passed away on Feb. 24,
2017. A pastor since 1967, Samuel lived his
life to care and be there for others when they
needed him. During his career, Sam and his
wife Esther pastored many churches in Ohio,
Indiana, Colorado, Missouri, and Kansas. The
two retired in Missouri with a cattle farm.
Roderick and Stephanie (Brank ’87) Leupp
of Bartlesville, Okla., reported that their eldest
daughter, Rebecca Louise Leupp, 21, passed
away on Sept. 10, 2016, due to complications
from pneumonia. She lived for 12 years with
a traumatic brain injury from a car accident in
2004. sleupp@okwu.edu
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Sally (Spencer ’71) Dailey passed away on
Jan. 18, 2017, at her home. Sally attended
Lake Lynn Baptist Church where she was
a dedicated Sunday school teacher. She
was also a member of Southview Retirees
Group, Southview High School Faculty, and
Healthplex Swim Pals. Sally received several
acknowledgements including Teacher of the
Year, Who's Who, and numerous Art Show
awards.

Dr. Larry Houck passed away on July 22,
2017, in Mount Vernon, Ohio. He served
in many roles at Mount Vernon Nazarene
University from 2000-2010. Larry taught
many undergraduate and non-traditional
religion courses and held other duties such
as Coordinator of the Church Ministries
program, Chair of the Religion and Philosophy
Department, Director of the Nazarene
Ministerial Scholarship Program, Director of
Enrollment Services for EXCELL, and more. He
is survived by his wife Sharon (Hughes) Houck
and his son, Michael James Houck.
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Divine Surprises

During her 15 years at Mount Vernon Nazarene College,
Lora Donoho held the positions of Director of Women’s
Athletics and professor in the athletics department. Women’s
sports were not always offered at the university, and it is because
of Donoho’s leadership and organization that they are offered at
Mount Vernon Nazarene University today.
Shortly after MVNC opened, then-President John Knight
asked Lora Donoho, a recent Ph.D. graduate of the University
of Illinois, to consider accepting a position as MVNC’s first
women’s athletic director, as the athletic department was creating
a women’s program.
“There was always a rudimentary sports program, but it
was basically men’s basketball, no women’s sports,” Donoho said.

“Divine surprises are the best
surprises one could have.”

Her husband, John, “JJ,” was also offered the position of
Dean of Students at MVNC.
“The Lord has made my paths pleasant … Always laid
[them] out for me. I call them divine surprises…Divine surprises
are the best surprises one could have,” Donoho said. This job offer
became a “divine surprise” for Donoho, who would later positively
impact the lives of many.
With previous experience from a similar position at
Trevecca Nazarene University, Donoho took the position at
MVNC, alongside JJ.

“We started with women’s basketball and tennis … We
didn’t have any time to recruit, so we used the players out of the
dorms [who] had high school experiences,” Donoho said.
Because it was just the beginning of the women’s athletic
program, there was no equipment.
“We didn’t have a budget, of course,” said Donoho.
So she turned to Mr. Richard K. Mavis, who is now the
Mayor of the City of Mount Vernon, who owned a sporting
goods store at the time.
“I remember going in one day [saying], ‘We are going to
start an athletic program at MVNC and I don’t have any money. I
don’t have any equipment. I thought maybe you might be willing
to give us a little time to pay you.’ And he said, ‘Come right on in,
look around, see what you need,’” Donoho recounted.
Mavis graciously agreed to let Donoho pay him from the
future budget the following academic year.
Donoho then set to work by organizing the Physical
Education curriculum, which has, according to Donoho, “taken on
a whole new face since those years.” She also held the coaches and
teams to “a pretty high standard” and believes “that is what made
the program what it is today.”
Lora Donoho’s legacy in helping to start women’s athletics
at MVNU is remembered in the annual athletic endowments
offered and the Donoho Recreation Center, respectfully named
after John and Lora Donoho and their service as Dean of
Students and Director of Athletics.
“The Lord blessed us in those early days because we had
great kids. Not just in their skills, but they were good, moral girls.
I look back on it now and I think if I could do it all over again I
would wake up every morning and you couldn’t wait to live the
day. It was that kind of experience.”

COUGAR
PRIDE
TH E RU N D O W N

SPRING SEMESTER ACADEMIC
ALL-CROSSROADS LEAGUE
HONORS ANNOUNCED
MVNU student-athletes picked up 17 Academic AllCrossroads League honors when awards were announced
by the League in mid-June. The spring Academic AllCrossroads League awards honor student-athletes that
compete in basketball, track and ﬁeld, golf, baseball, and
softball. During the 2016-17 academic school year MVNU
had 43 Academic All-Crossroads League recipients.
In order to be eligible for Academic All-Crossroads League
recognition, a student-athlete must have reached junior
academic standing, hold a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or
higher on a 4.0 scale, and have been nominated by their
institution.
MEN’S GOLF
Jaron Brust
Nate Spahr
SOFTBALL
Courtney Rengert
Anna Boue'
Savannah Bryner
BASEBALL
Jacob Chrysler
Jaime Montero

Keep up with Cougar Athletics:
mvnucougars.com

The MVNU men’s and women’s track and ﬁeld teams sent
eight qualiﬁers to the 2017 NAIA Outdoor Track and Field
Championships in late May in Gulf Shores, Ala.
Makenzie McKirgan represented the Lady Cougars in the
women's marathon, ﬁnishing in 3:42:19, good for 25th place.
On the men's side, Joey McDonald and Mitchell Soviak
competed in ﬁeld events while Brennan Crawford and the
relay team of Carl Jones Jr., Makai Lewis, Connor Whitaker,
and Brandon Brown ran for the Cougars.
McDonald ﬁnished in 22nd place in the men’s discus with a
throw of 45.64m. Soviak ﬁnished 23rd in the men’s shot put
with a 13.49m throw.
The men’s relay team of Jones Jr., Lewis, Whitaker, and
Brown competed in the 4x100m race, ﬁnishing 20th overall
with a time of 43.34. Crawford competed in the men's
marathon but did not ﬁnish.
“This was a fantastic opportunity to compete at the highest
level nationally, and it was deﬁnitely a great experience for
our young qualiﬁers. I am very proud of the effort and the
way our team members represented MVNU,” said Chip
Wilson, head coach.

BASKETBALL
MVNU men’s basketball forward Brett Vipperman was
selected to participate in this year’s East Asia tour with
the USA Eagles. This team is made up of 12 players from
10 different universities from across the country. The tour
extended from May 14 through June 4.

#GoCougs

#mvnunited
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Sierra Basista
Megan Beidelman
MEN’S BASKETBALL
Josh Ashwill
Joey Schmitz
WOMEN’S TRACK &
FIELD
Bethany Bogantz
Kayla Davies
MEN’S TRACK & FIELD
Simon Taylor
Sam Nordquist
Darian Pacula
Nick Sharpes

TRACK & FIELD
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Originally a gift from MVNC’s Pioneer
Class of 1970, the Eternal Flame has been
reconstructed a number of times as the torch
of MVNU’s legacy has been passed down
from generation to generation. Throughout
the years, though its physical features have
changed, the Flame has ever stood as a

reminder of our legacy’s guiding light — our
faith. This reminder is engraved on our hearts,
just as it is engraved in the pedestal of the
Eternal Flame in the words of our founding
president Dr. Stephen Nease: “We seek to
follow His ﬂame which shines before us.”

C HAPLAIN’S CORNER
Rev. Joe Noonen

Take a moment to pause and reflect on an MVNC/U

Univer s it y Cha pla in

thought I would be able to overcome and move on from my

faculty, staff or administrator who took the time to be

past; however, I am learning how to accept God’s grace that is

present with you. Got it? This memory is possible because

extended to everyone.”

of the missional nature of nurture located in our commitment
to educate the whole person. To create a nurturing

During the last chapel of the year, we invite students
to tweet thanks to God. Here is a sampling of those tweets.

environment requires us to be fully present with one another.
James McClendon discusses presence as a substantive part of
the Christian life.
“Presence is being oneself for someone else; it
is refusing the temptation to withdraw mentally and
emotionally.” ( James Mc Clendon Ethics: Systematic
Theology, Volume 1 p. 116)
We believe the world needs a university like MVNU
committed to creating a caring and nurturing environment
where we learn and grow as we experience the grace and
goodness of God. Our theological heritage gives a prominent
place to grace. Our role as faculty, staff and administrators
might be understood as nurturing a grace-filled student
experience where God’s constant loving presence is engaged
for the good of all.
We endeavor to create a campus community whose
practices help students know they are loved and thus allow
them to trust God and others in new ways.
Each year, in the spring, we have a chapel where we
baptize those who have experienced the grace and goodness
of God in their time as a student here. Let me share words
“I let myself believe that I would never be able to

others as an expression of love.
Thanks for making me cry. Thanks for giving me a reason
to cry. Can I just stay here?
I’ve been fighting tears half this Chapel - I’m really gonna
miss all the people I’ve come to know and love here.
How blessed am I to have something that makes saying
goodbye so hard ?
Thanks for teaching me how to live a life to its fullest with
a God who adventures with us the entire way.
Grateful for the way God has faithfully & lovingly shaped
my life forever thru the relationships & experiences at MVNU.
Seniors, you guys made my freshman year so much better.
So thankful for the friendships I’ve made.
Thanks for teaching me to love & be loved. I’ve never
experienced God in a more pure way than through this place &
these people.
If I’m going to be honest, I’m thankful for the “family” I
have gained over the past four years.
Last chapel as an MVNU student?! Grateful for the
growth, the friendships, the community of this place.

escape the life I was living because grace was never an option.
But then, (my MVNU counselor) told me about God’s grace

The grace-filled work of the Holy Spirit and our

through counseling. This gave me a new-found hope in

cooperation with it allows us to engage in the mission of

Christ. Forgiving others is difficult, but for me, being able

nurturing. Take another moment to reflect and be thankful

to forgive myself for my past has been even harder. I never

for those who were present with you during your years here.

Want to connect with Joe?
@joenoonen
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from the testimony of one of those students:

Thankful that God has provided a place where it’s safe
and encouraged to be vulnerable and relational being present with
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