
THE 5 “What Ifs” 
OF GETTING  

YOUR DEGREE
Real answers to real questions.



I WANT TO  
CONTINUE MY  
EDUCATION, BUT…
Stop right there.  
 
We know you have concerns about going back to school.  
It’s a big decision, and every big decision comes with some 
“what ifs.” We’re here to put your mind at ease — you’re not  
in this alone. Here are five of the biggest “What Ifs” of  
returning to school and the truth about them.
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A: You are not alone.
• The thought of entering a classroom again can be intimidating — especially if  

you haven’t been a student in years. But, according to the National Center for  
Education Statistics, nearly 4 million adults who are 35 and older are enrolled  
in a degree-granting institution. If they can do it, you can too.

• At MVNU, our faculty is dedicated to helping you be your brightest.  
Your professors want to see you succeed, and will be available to provide you with 
any guidance you need via phone, email, in class, or during office hours.

• Our programs use community-based learning models. You are encouraged to 
work and learn with your classmates, while building meaningful relationships and 
creating a network that will be valuable to you for years to come.
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Q: WHAT IF I’M NOT CUT OUT  
     FOR BEING A STUDENT AGAIN?1
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Q: WHAT IF I HAVE TO  
 START FROM SCRATCH?2
A: Your experience matters.
• Life is a learning process. You’ve lived and learned lessons that can’t be taught  

in a classroom. You’ve honed skills that only hands-on life experience can teach.  
Don’t buy into the idea that those skills won’t count in the classroom. Most 
institutions offer prior learning credit for the experience you already have.

• MVNU awards prior learning credit for several forms of non-traditional education,  
including:

• Seminars
• Military service
• On-the-job training

• Standardized exams
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• Professional licensure
• Corporate and/or professional training
• Specific government and industry experience

• Other activities with credible associations and agencies

• Transfer credits — At MVNU, your previously earned college credits still matter and  
may transfer over to the Graduate and Professional Studies program you choose,  
even if they’re from years ago!
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Q: WHAT IF I CAN’T AFFORD IT?3
A: Education is valuable. 
• According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, bachelor’s degree holders make  

approximately $22,000 more annually than those with just a high school diploma.  
With those kinds of numbers, can you really afford not to get a degree?

• Employer reimbursement — Many employers want to see you continue your  
education, and will reimburse some or all of your tuition cost. For information on  
your employer’s tuition reimbursement program, contact your HR department.

• Frozen tuition — Once you enroll in a program at MVNU, your course-by-course  
tuition price is locked-in and won’t go up throughout your time in the program.

• At MVNU, our programs are offered one course at a time, and can be paid for on a 
course-by-course basis. No need to worry about paying a big lump sum all at once! 
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Q: WHAT IF I DON’T HAVE TIME 
 FOR SCHOOL IN MY SCHEDULE?4
A: There’s always time to become your best self.
• As an adult, you balance a lot of responsibilities. With so much on your plate, it may  

be difficult to imagine where your education will fit into the mix. Luckily, technological  
advancements, accelerated curriculums, and flexible class schedules are opening the 
doors, and decreasing the time commitment of higher education.

• At MVNU, our programs are built for busy adults like you. Most classes can be taken  
one at a time, just one night a week.

• We offer in-seat classes at multiple convenient locations across Ohio (New Albany, Mount 
Vernon, Mansfield, Newark). Choose the one closest to you!

•  Can’t attend any of these locations? Many of our programs are offered online as well!  
Cut out the commute time, and learn from the convenience and comfort of your own home.
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Q: WHAT IF IT’S NOT WORTH IT?5
A: Investing in yourself is always worth it.
• The payoff — According to the New York Times, in 2013 Americans with four-year  

college degrees made 98% more money per hour on average than those without a degree.

• The even bigger payoff — On top of that, adults with graduate degrees make  
approximately 35% more than those with bachelor’s degrees, according to State  
Higher Education Executive Officers.

• Invest in yourself — “I set a goal to graduate college before my kids did. I reached  
that goal because of MVNU. I wanted the Christian-based education that MVNU provided. The 
professors were top notch, always willing to help, and taught me great life and  
leadership lessons.”  

Bruce Dellaposta (BBA ’08, MSM ’10)  
Quality Control Manager, The Logistics Company
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WE KNOW IT CAN 
BE SCARY TO GO 
BACK TO SCHOOL, 
BUT…

You will discover new skills and  
abilities you didn’t know you had.

You will inspire others to invest  
in themselves.

You will gain a competitive edge  
in your profession.

You will increase your earning  
potential and improve your lifestyle.

You will find that you’re  
brighter than you know.

 
Don’t put your  
future on hold —  
you’re ready for this.
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SO, WHAT’S NEXT?
You are not alone in this. We’re here to help.  
Contact us to set up a one-on-one conversation with 
your enrollment specialist. We want to talk with you 
about your next step toward a brighter future.


