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Premise: The personal roadblocks that most hinder and threaten 
ministry are not anything outside of us – they are those areas within us 
that are not yet transformed into the image of Christ. 

 

“When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he was 
clearly in the wrong. Before certain men came from James, he used to 
eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back 
and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those 
who belonged to the circumcision group. The other Jews joined him in 
his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray” 
(Galatians 2:11-13, NIV) 

 

 Proceeding from the assumption that Peter was both sanctified 
and filled with the Spirit, how do we explain his behavior? 

 What can we learn from his example? 

 

“We think that we are holding nothing back, and that we are not 
clinging to ourselves or to anything else. We should rather die than 
hesitate to make a complete sacrifice. But, in the daily round, God 
constantly shows us new countries. We find in our hearts a thousand 
things which we would have sworn were not there…WE ONLY SEE 
THEM AS GOD BEGINS TO MAKE THEM EMERGE” (Fenelon, quoted in 
Mulholland, 84-85) 
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 What are these “New Countries”? 

 

“The process of being conformed to the image of Christ takes place 
primarily at the points of our unlikeness to Christ’s image…God meets 
us in those places of our lives that are most alienated from God” 
(Mulholland, 37, italics added) 

 

 Mulholland argues that the Romans 7 discourse about “the body 
of death” is not Paul’s recollection of his pre-Christian 
experience, but rather a description of his post-conversion 
struggles in his transformation into Christ’s image 

 Whether we agree with him or not, we can all give assent to the 
“incompleteness” within us 

 

“Here is the reality of this “dead body”. Those old harmful habits, 
those deeply ingrained imprisoning attitudes, those troubling and 
damaging perspectives, those destructive ways of relating to others, 
those unhealthy modes of reacting and responding to the world go 
way down deep into our being” (Mulholland, 127) 

 

 It is only in those moments where difficult people and life 
circumstances provoke the exposure of these “new countries” 
that we discover our areas of unlikeness to Christ…and no life 
experience does so more than ministry 

 “A level 10 reaction to a level 2 event” 
 Are we equipped and empowered as ministers to deal with those 

areas when they are inevitably exposed within us? 
 The sermon that changed my life – “What Sanctification Doesn’t 

fix” 
 

“We live in a culture that has reversed the Biblical order of being and 
doing. Being and doing are integrally related, to be sure, but we have 
to have the order straight” (Mulholland, 30). 

 What is Biblical Holiness? 
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“But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  gentleness, and 
self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23) 

 The Truest Measure of our Growth in the image of Jesus [i.e., 
HOLINESS] is the increasingly consistent presence of the Fruit 
of the Spirit 

 Therefore, at any point where we persistently find ourselves 
responding in a way that is inconsistent with the character of 
Jesus, we must go beyond behavior to ask “Why?” 
 

“…there is a cause and effect relationship going on in people’s psycho-
spiritual issues. To treat the outer layers without identifying and 
ministering to the deeper issues will not lead to long term healing and 
transformation” (Wardle, Healing care, healing prayer,139) 

 

 This is NOT making excuses for sin – but it moves beyond the issue 
of “what you did” to the question of “why did you do it?” 

 

      Negative life situations 

     Dysfunctional behaviors 

************************************************************************************* 

    Emotional Upheaval 

   False Beliefs 

  Wounds 

 

 If we only define fruit by behavior, and do not address the deeper 
causes, we will remain stuck and unable to progress in our 
journey toward greater Christlikeness 

 

“Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. 
Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong.  
And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people 
should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love is.  May 
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you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to 
understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the 
fullness of life and power that comes from God” (Ephesians 3:17-
19, NLT) 

This passage imparts powerful truths to us about our growth toward    
Christlikeness: 

 

 Jesus makes His home in our hearts as we trust Him 
 anything that impedes trust will hinder His “homemaking” within 

us 
 If that process – abiding in Him – is hindered, then the growth in 

the fruit of the Spirit will also be hindered 
 It requires the power of God for us to understand the magnitude 

of His love for us 
 We are called to experience that love even though we are not 

capable of fully understanding it 
 It is only as we experience this love in ever-increasing measure 

that we find the life and power that enable us to be fully Godly 

 

“Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and 
I in them, will produce much fruit” (John 15:5, NLT) 

 

 “Areas of unlikeness to Christ” are therefore those 
unaddressed disturbances within us that inhibit our experience of 
His love 

 If we are to overcome those roadblocks and move forward, both 
in our journey toward wholeness and in ministry, we must submit 
ourselves to continual inspection by the Holy Spirit, as David did: 
 

“Search me, O God, and know my heart;  
       test me and know my anxious thoughts. 

See if there is any offensive way in me,  
       and lead me in the way everlasting” 

(Psalm 139:23-24, NIV) 
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